
1. 
Improving Incomes in Rural China: Investment in Infrastructure and 
Education 
Stanley Barnes 
 
20. 
Fresh-Faced Boys and the Cute Boy Next Door: Evolution and 
Splintering of  Masculinity in Japan Through Men’s Fashion 
Magazines Men’s No-No and Fine Boys 
 Sharon Chang 
 
39.  
A Fight for the Right: An Analysis of  the Diaoyu/Senkaku Island 





Colorado	  Journal	  of	  Asian	  Studies	   Volume	  3,	  Issue	  1	  (Summer	  2014)	  





Colorado	  Journal	  of	  Asian	  Studies	   Volume	  3,	  Issue	  1	  (Summer	  2014)	  
 



Colorado	  Journal	  of	  Asian	  Studies	   Volume	  3,	  Issue	  1	  (Summer	  2014)	  
 

1 

Improving Incomes in Rural China: Investment in 
Infrastructure and Education 
	  

STANLEY	  BARNES	  

	   	  
INTRODUCTION 
	  

hina's	   emergence	   as	   an	   economic	  
powerhouse	   has	   had	   huge	   benefits	   for	   the	  
Chinese	  people,	  but	  at	  the	  same	  time	  many	  

problems	   have	   also	   arisen	   from	   China's	   rapid	  
rise.	   In	   terms	   of	   economic	   inequality,	   China's	  
urban-‐rural	   divide	   is	   now	   at	   an	   all-‐time	   high.	  
Rural	   citizens	   continue	   to	   migrate	   towards	  
China's	   coastal	   cities	   in	   search	   of	   work,	   even	  
though	   they	   will	   not	   be	   eligible	   for	   government	  
benefits	   and	   services	   while	   living	   in	   another	  
province.	   The	   number	   of	   protests	   has	   also	  
dramatically	   risen	   in	   the	   past	   few	   decades	   to	  
nearly	  180,0001	  per	  year,	  thereby	  threatening	  the	  
legitimacy	   of	   the	   Chinese	   Communist	   Party.	   In	  
addition,	   the	   western	   world	   is	   continually	  
complaining	  about	  China's	  unfair	  export	  policies,	  
arguing	   that	   they	   have	   helped	   spur	   China's	  
economic	  growth	  at	  the	  expense	  of	  growth	  in	  the	  
West.2	  

In	   order	   to	   maintain	   its	   power	   the	   Chinese	  
central	   government	   knows	   that	   the	   only	   thing	   it	  
can	   do	   is	   to	   continue	   to	   grow	   the	   economy,	  
especially	   in	   rural	   areas.	   To	   do	   this	   they	   have	  
instituted	   a	   new	   policy	   called	   the	   Harmonious	  
Society	  Policy	  to	  try	  and	  find	  one	  solution	  to	  all	  of	  
their	  largest	  problems.3	  

One	   of	   the	   main	   ways	   that	   the	   Harmonious	  
Society	  Policy	  is	  helping	  to	  raise	  the	  incomes	  and	  
standard	   of	   living	   of	   rural	   Chinese	   regions	   is	   by	  
investing	   in	   rural	   infrastructure	   and	   education.	  	  
By	   investing	   in	   infrastructure	   and	   education	   the	  

                                                
1	  T.	  Orlik,	  “Unrest	  Grows	  as	  Economy	  Booms,”	  ?%##'
/0$110'(")$*%#,	  September	  26,	  2011,	  1.	  
2	  M.	  Avery,	  M.	  Zhu,	  and	  J.	  Cai,	  
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Background 
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farmers	   with	   the	   best	   opportunity	   to	   sell	   crops	  
for	  a	  higher	  profit	  in	  more	  distant	  markets.	  

Improved	   land	   transportation	   infrastructure	  
helps	  not	  only	  farmers,	  but	  also	  inland	  merchants	  
and	   other	   businesses.	   New	   and	   improved	   roads	  
provide	   merchants	   and	   businesses	   with	   a	   lower	  
opportunity	   cost	  when	   it	   comes	   to	   traveling	  and	  
selling	  their	  wares	  in	  nearby	  markets	  and	  cities.18	  
Distances	   traveled	  will	  be	   shorter	  and	   there	  will	  
be	   less	   wear	   and	   tear	   on	   vehicles	   so	   merchants	  
and	   businesses	   can	   have	   higher	   profits	   by	   still	  
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the	   only	   economically	   feasible	   way	   to	   get	   to	  
different	  destinations	  within	  the	  China.	  

Land	   transportation	   is	   by	   far	   the	   best	   and	  
most	  feasible	  way	  for	  inland	  and	  rural	  Chinese	  to	  
travel	   and	   transport	   goods	   because	   the	   initial	  
investment	   in	   either	   a	   vehicle	   or	   ticket	   (in	   the	  
case	   of	   railroads)	   is	   affordable.25	   Society’s	   and	  
government’s	   return	   to	   an	   investment	   in	   better	  
roads	   and	   railroads	   is	   also	   far	   higher	   than	   an	  
investment	   in	   improving	   water	   or	   air	  
transportation.	   This	   is	   true	   in	   both	   terms	   of	  
economic	  returns	  and	  social	  returns.	  Traveling	  or	  
transporting	   goods	   anywhere	   by	   airplane	   is	   just	  
too	   expensive	   and	   inland	   China	   has	   too	   few	  
waterways	   to	   make	   water	   transportation	   worth	  
the	  investment	  in	  long	  canals	  or	  more	  boats.	  

Land	   transportation	   investment	   also	   has	   the	  
largest	   side	   effects	   on	   employment	  
opportunities.26	   New	   roads	   and	   railroads	   have	  
directly	   provided	   jobs	   in	   poorer	   Central	   and	  
Western	   China.	   This	   is	   because	   the	   Chinese	  
central	  government	  has	  had	  to	  hire	  new	  workers	  
to	   construct	   the	   new	   infrastructure	   and	   to	  
maintain	   it.	   The	   construction	   of	   this	  
transportation	   infrastructure	   is	   also	  highly	   labor	  
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power	  grid	  and	  to	  the	  power	  plant	  itself.	  Initially	  
putting	  in	  the	  wind	  turbines	  is	  something	  that	  the	  
central	   and	   provincial	   governments	   will	   have	   to	  
either	   heavily	   subsidize	   or	   fully	   pay	   for	   because	  
the	   rural	   villages	   are	   all	   fairly	   poor.	   	   If	   the	  
governments	   are	   willing	   to	   pay	   down	   the	   initial	  
investment	   then	   revenues	   from	   power	  
consumption	  can	  go	   to	   the	  government	  until	   the	  
initial	  investment	  is	  paid	  off.	  After	  this	  the	  profits	  
from	   power	   generation	   can	   go	   to	   a	   village	   fund,	  
which	   will	   provide	   these	   villages	   with	   a	   stable	  
source	   of	   income	   that	   can	   be	   spent	   at	   villages'	  
own	  discretion.	  

The	   best	   plan	   is	   to	   force	   rural	   villages	   that	  
meet	   minimum	   population	   requirements	   to	  
install	  excess	  wind	  power	  production	  capacity	  so	  
that	  these	  villages	  can	  produce	  a	  surplus	  of	  wind	  
power.	  This	  surplus	  can	  then	  be	  distributed	  back	  
to	   the	   grid	   and	   in	   the	   long-‐term	   the	   towns	   and	  
villages	  will	  automatically	  have	  a	  stable	  source	  of	  
revenue.	   This	   will	   require	   a	   much	   bigger	   initial	  
investment	  from	  the	  government	  due	  to	  the	  need	  
for	   more	   financing	   of	   the	   wind	   turbines	   and	  
connection	  to	  the	  grid,	  but	  in	  the	  long-‐term	  it	  will	  
likely	   serve	   the	   villages	   best.	   Regardless	   of	   how	  
the	  central	  government	  specifically	  deals	  with	  the	  
installation	   of	   the	   wind	   turbines,	   it	   is	   best	   for	  
them	   to	   use	  wind	  power	   to	   supply	  Western	   and	  
Central-‐Northern	  China	  with	  electricity	  due	  to	  the	  
availability	  of	  wind	  in	  the	  region.	  

When	  it	  comes	  to	  Northeastern	  China,	  coal	   is	  
by	   far	   the	   cheapest	   source	  of	   ene
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Fresh-Faced Boys and the Cute Boy Next Door: Evolution and 
Splintering of Masculinity in Japan Through Men’s Fashion 
Magazines Men’s No-





Colorado	  Journal	  of	  Asian	  Studies	   Volume	  3,	  Issue	  1	  (Summer	  2014)	  
 

	  22 

Traditional Hegemonic 
Masculinities and its Evolution 
	  

In	   1995,	   Connell	   came	   up	   with	   a	   framework	  
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their	   duties	   to	   the	   nation	   and	   Emperor	   through	  
fearless	   sacrifice).	  However,	  when	   Japan	   lost	   the	  
war,	   this	   national	   spirit	   then	   morphed	   with	  
renewed	   vigor	   in	   the	   form	   of	   ‘B.A>")-1*-8.,’	   or	  
corporate	  soldiers,	  who	  would	  devote	  themselves	  
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portrays	  a	  certain	  type	  of	  softer	  masculinity	   that	  
is	   seen	   as	   acceptable	   since	   it	   is	   displayed	   on	  
widely	   consumed	   and	   popular	   media.	   Lastly,	  
through	  male	  bonding	  and	  violence,	  Kimura	  also	  
demonstrates	   a	   more	   traditional,	   or	   “western,”	  
masculinity.	  First	  of	  all,	  Kimura	  is	  a	  member	  of	  an	  
all-‐male	   band	   SMAP	   and	   is	   often	   loved	   and	  
revered	   for	   their	   close	   bonds	   with	   each	   other.	  
The	   members	   been	   with	   each	   other	   since	   their	  
teens	  and	  now	  are	  well	  into	  their	  late	  thirties	  and	  
early	   forties	   are	   known	   to	   call	   each	   other	  
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gender	   is	   made,	   in	   part,	   by	   separating	   and	  
differentiating	   from	   the	   opposite	   gender.	   The	  
minimalism	   may	   also	   speak	   to	   men.	   As	   per	   the	  
fashion	   and	   connotations	   in	   recent	   trends,	  
minimalism	   is	   often	   associated	   with	   classiness	  
and	   perhaps	   these	   men	   wish	   to	   portray	   their	  
classiness	   in	   this	   manner.	   There	   is	   a	   portion	   of	  
the	   readership	   that	   is	   part	   of	   the	   workforce.	  
Therefore,	   it	   is	   not	   unreasonable	   to	   think	   that	  
these	   men	   would	   want	   to	   have	   a	   magazine	   that	  
spoke	   to	   them	   about	   it.	   On	   the	   same	   vein,	   this	  
simplicity	   also	   speaks	   to	   the	   younger	   readers	  
who	   may	   wish	   to	   emulate	   an	   adult	   look.	   This	   is	  
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countryside	   readers	   may	   wish	   to	   associate	   with	  
the	   city	   and	   the	  masculinity	   that	   it	   suggests	   and	  
provides.	  

Another	   characteristic	   that	   was	   particularly	  
prominent	   was	   the	   presence	   of	   activities	  
promoted.	   This	   could	   be	   either	   in	   the	   form	   of	  
advertisements	  or	   simply	  what	   the	  models	  were	  
pictured	   doing.	   The	   presence	   of	   men	  
participating	   in	   sports	   is	   a	   fairly	   common	  
occurrence	   in	   :1*;-' <"*4*".	   The	   most	   obvious	  
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women	   themselves.	   No	   longer	   is	   the	   “bad	   boy”	  
image	  universally	  appealing	  as	  it	  might	  have	  been	  
in	  the	  past.	  Now,	  women	  are	  demanding	  this	  cute,	  
innocent,	  and	   largely	  harmless	  masculinity.	  With	  
the	  recent	  increase	  in	  women	  in	  higher	  education	  
and	   the	   workforce,46	   (Sugihara	   &	   Katurada.	  
2002:445),	  women	  are	  now	  taking	  a	  more	  active	  
role	   in	   shaping	   the	   type	  of	  masculinity	   that	   they	  
desire.	   They	   now	   wish	   to	   exert	   more	   power	   in	  
gender	   relations	   which	   is	   not	   as	   accepted	   in	   the	  
traditional	  model	  of	  salaryman	  masculinity.	  	  
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other	  things	  in	  Japan,	  is	  subject	  to	  fads.	  Japan	  has	  
had	   a	   history	   of	   being	   very	   fad	   sensitive	   and	  
following	  a	  variety	  of	   trendsetters.	  Traditionally,	  
post-‐WWII,	  trendsetters	  were	  usually	  movie	  stars	  
largely	   because	   they	   were	   the	   most	   prominent	  
source	   of	   visual	   information.	   However,	   when	  
television	  became	  widely	   available	   in	   the	  1960s,	  
the	   youth	   took	   the	   role	   of	   trendsetters.	   From	  
here,	  the	  newest	  “in”	  fashion	  changed	  rapidly.	  For	  
example,	   in	   the	   mid-‐1960s,	   bowling	   and	  
miniskirts	   became	   popular.	   Then,	   in	   the	   1970s,	  
blue	   jeans	   became	   popular	   among	   college	  
students	   which	   subsequently	   spread	   to	   other	  
groups	  such	  as	  children	  and	  older	  age	  groups.	   In	  
the	   late	  1970s,	   surfer	   fashion	  rose	   to	  popularity.	  
Later,	   in	   the	   early	   1980s,	   youth	   who	   listened	   to	  
more	   avant-‐garde	   music	   like	   punk	   and	   techno	  
started	  setting	  trends	  favoring	  black	  in	  clothing.55	  

Although	   it	   is	   likely	   that	   the	   cuter,	   more	  
feminine,	   and	   sensitive	   masculinity	   will	   grow	   to	  
be	   the	   new	   hegemonic	   masculinity,	   it	   is	   difficult	  
to	   say	   now.	   Perhaps,	   even	   the	   notion	   of	   a	  
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hopes	  that	  an	  agreement	  could	  be	  reached	  in	  the	  
future	  by	  a	  younger	  generation.	  	  

However,	   in	   1990	   the	   dispute	   remerged	   due	  
to	  Japan’s	  right-‐wing	  group,	  the	  Nihon	  Seinensha,	  
desiring	  to	  renovate	  the	  light	  house	  that	  was	  built	  
on	   the	  Diaoyu/	  Uoturi	   Island.	  Taiwan	  responded	  
to	   this	   by	   sending	   two	   fishing	   vessels	   with	  
Olympic	   athletes	   on	   them	   to	   plant	   an	   Olympic	  
torch	   on	   the	   islands.	   Notwithstanding,	   Japan’s	  
MSDF	   prevented	   the	   vessels	   from	   reaching	   the	  
islands.	   In	   response,	   Taiwanese	   and	   Hong	   Kong	  
citizens	  protested	  by	  burning	   Japanese	   flags	   and	  
destroying	   Japanese	   goods.	   The	   PRC	   quickly	  
entered	   the	   dispute	   once	   again	   and	   claimed	   the	  
islands	   to	   be	   a	   territory	   of	   China.	   Due	   to	   the	  
tensions,	   the	   dispute	   was	   yet	   again	   shelved	   for	  
future	  discussion.	  	  

With	   the	   continual	   shelving	   of	   this	   dispute,	  
tensions	   between	   the	   China	   and	   Japan	   were	  
repressed,	   only	   to	   surface	   several	   times	  
throughout	   the	   1990’s.	   	   In	   1996,	   Japan	   declared	  
an	   EEZ	   around	   the	   Diaoyu/Senkaku	   Islands,	  
taking	  effect	  July	  20,	  1996.	  Once	  again	  the	  Nihon	  
Seinensha	   erected	   a	   lighthouse	   on	   the	   northern	  
inlet,	  hoping	   the	  government	  would	  recognize	   it.	  
Though	   this	   lighthouse	   was	   destroyed	   by	   a	  
typhoon,	   another	   one	   was	   built	   soon	   after	   on	  
September	   9.	   Yet	   again,	   protests	   broke	   out	   in	  
China,	   particularly	   in	   Hong	   Kong	   and	   Taiwan.	  
These	  activists	  in	  Hong	  Kong	  and	  Taiwan	  started	  
a	   nation-‐wide	   movement	   called	   “Defending	  
Diaoyu	   Movement”	   (Baodiao	   Yundong).	   Large	  
numbers	   of	   these	   activists	   mobilized	   and	   made	  
their	  way	  to	  the	  islands.	  In	  an	  attempt	  to	  swim	  to	  
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China	   has	   lodged	   a	   protest	   to	   the	   Japanese	   side,	  
and	  reserves	  the	  right	  for	  further	  reaction.”4	  

The	  countless	  attempts	  to	  resolve	  this	  dispute	  
of	   the	   Diaoyu/Senkaku	   Islands	   has	   yet	   to	   be	  
resolved	  in	  any	  matter.	  Japan	  and	  China	  continue	  
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were	  incorporated	  into	  the	  Ming	  and	  Qing	  (1644-‐
1911)	   dynasties.	   According	   Chinese	   studies,	   the	  
Diaoyu/Senkaku	  Islands	  were	  discovered	  as	  early	  
as	  1372.	  After	  their	  discovery,	  these	  islands	  were	  
then	   used	   as	   navigation	   aids	   for	   Chinese	  
fishermen.	   Later	   in	   1556,	   China	   claimed	   to	   have	  
used	   the	   Diaoyu/Senkaku	   Islands	   into	   maritime	  
defenses.	   The	   final	   claim	   to	   the	   sovereignty	   of	  
these	   islands	   by	  China	   is	   the	   fact	   that	   two	   years	  
prior	   to	   Japan’s	   discover	   of	   the	   Diaoyu/Senkaku	  
Islands,	   Dowager	   Empress	   Cixi	   of	   the	   Qing	  
dynasty	   issued	   an	   imperial	   edict	   that	   awarded	  
these	   islands	   to	   a	   Chinese	   alchemist	   who	   had	  
gathered	  rare	  medical	  herbs	  from	  the	  islands.	  All	  
three	   of	   these	   claims	   attempt	   to	   predate	   Japan’s	  
claim	   to	   the	  Diaoyu/Senkaku	   Islands	   in	   order	   to	  
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lack	  of	  resolve	  within	  the	  dispute	  allows	  China	  to	  
take	   the	   stance	   that	   Japan	   is	   defending	   these	  
islands	   with	   their	   coast	   guard	   and	   MSDF	   as	  
military	   act.	   Through	   this	   logic,	   any	   military	   or	  
aggressive	   action	   on	   China’s	   behalf	   could	   be	  
illogically	  justified	  as	  self-‐defense.	  	  	  

While	   on	   the	   other	   hand,	   since	   the	  
Diaoyu/Senkaku	   Islands	   are	   currently	   under	  
Japans	  control,	  Japan	  draws	  it’s	  line	  in	  on	  a	  mere	  
means	   of	   self-‐defense.	   	   Though	   there	   have	   been	  
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it	   is	   believed	   that	   nations	   would	   seek	   wealth	  
before	   power.	   During	   Chinese	   President	   Hu	  
Jintao’s	  visit	   to	   Japan	   in	  2008	   to	   see	  Abe	  Shinzo,	  
both	   leaders	   “emphasized	   common	   interests	   by	  
defining	   their	   association	   as	   ‘mutually	   beneficial	  
relations	  based	  on	  common	  strategic	  interests.’”17	  
However,	  since	  the	  change	  in	  leadership	  in	  China	  
from	   Hu	   Jintao	   to	   Xi	   Jinping,	   this	   Sino-‐Japanese	  
relationship	   has	   become	   more	   strained	   again.	  
Though	   strained,	   the	   understanding	   of	   healthy	  
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conclusion,	   recent	   actions,	   events,	   popular	  
opinion	   and	   political	   views	   will	   be	   combined	   to	  
create	   a	   perceived	   personality	   of	   each	   of	   these	  
countries.	   Thus	   allowing	   for	   a	   probable	  
prediction	  of	  intended	  action	  in	  the	  near	  future.	  	  
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members	   of	   a	   community	   in	   relation	   to	  
development.	  	  The	  best	  any	  government	  can	  try	  to	  
do	   is	   satisfy	   all	   vested	   parties,	   but	   unfortunately	  
this	  is	  not	  always	  the	  case.	  	   	  

The	   history	   of	   Lebanon	   and	   Beirut	   is	   a	  
complicated	   one.	   There	   are	   religious	   groups	   from	  
almost	  all	  the	  major	  faiths.	  There	  are	  large	  Muslim	  
communities,	  split	  along	  Sunni-‐Shia	  lines	  as	  well	  as	  
Druze	   communities	   and	   smaller	   sects.	   Christians	  
are	   as	   diverse	   with	   Maronite	   Catholics,	   as	   well	   as	  
Greek	  Orthodox,	  Armenian	  Orthodox	  and	   forms	  of	  
Protestants	   as	   well.	   Political	   alliances	   are	   not	  
always	  cut	  and	  dry	  with	  religious	  affiliation	  but	  the	  
divisions	   among	   the	   religious	   communities	   are	  
well	   established	   and	   not	   necessarily	   hidden	   from	  
view.	  The	  Shiites	   tend	   to	   live	   in	   the	  southern	  part	  
of	   Lebanon	   along	   the	   Israeli	   border	   and	   the	  
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hopes	   that	   the	   various	   groups	   would	   have	  
adequate	   representation	   and	   could	   enable	   a	  
coexistence.	  	  The	  President	  of	  Lebanon	  would	  be	  a	  
Maronite	  Christian,	   the	  Prime	  Minister	  would	  be	  a	  
Sunni	  Muslim,	  and	  the	  head	  of	  Parliament	  would	  be	  
a	   Shiite	   Muslim.	   Laws	   within	   the	   individual	  
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terrible	   tragedy.	   It	   left	   roughly	   150,000	   people	  
dead	   and	   300,000	   wounded.	   It	   left	   a	   city	   much	   in	  
ruins.	  	  

The	   main	   area	   of	   devastation	   during	   the	   civil	  
war	  was	  what	  was	  known	  as	   the	  Green	  Line.	  This	  
was	   the	   demarcation	   between	   the	   various	   forces,	  
primarily	   Christian	   and	   Muslim.	   It	   ran	   right	  
through	   the	   heart	   of	   central	   Beirut	   and	  
experienced	   some	   of	   the	   harshest	   fighting	   during	  
the	  war.	  Hotels,	  which	  were	   common	  place	   in	   the	  
heart	  of	  the	  city	  before	  the	  war,	  hosting	  elites	  from	  
the	   world	   over	   were	   fought	   over,	   the	   last	   to	   fall	  
being	   the	  Holiday	   Inn.	   	   Its	  demise	  culminated	   in	  a	  
battle	   in	   which	   one	   side	   was	   attacking	   from	   the	  
roof	   top	   bar	   tossing	   bombs	   to	   the	   opposition	  
militias	   below.8	   The	   area	   was	   almost	   completely	  
empty.	   It	   resembled	   a	   waste	   land	   of	   abandoned	  
buildings,	   streets	   filled	   with	   rubble	   and	   dust.	  
Empty	   shells	   of	   buildings	   and	   markets	   that	   had	  
been	   demolished	   or	   completely	   bombed	   out	  
littered	   the	   city.	   Since	   the	   city	   was	   split,	   the	  
residence	   in	   the	   western	   part	   were	   blocked	   off	  
from	  the	  disposal	  site	  on	   the	  eastern	  side	  so	  what	  
grew	   was	   a	   toxic	   waste	   site	   that	   was	   in	   need	   of	  
cleaning	   and	   the	   infrastructure	   as	   a	  whole	  was	   in	  
need	   of	   cleanup.	   The	   devastation	   started	   early	   on	  
in	  the	  war	  and	  there	  were	  multiple	  attempts	  to	  try	  
and	   rehabilitate	   multiple	   areas	   of	   the	   city	   during	  
the	  war.	  But	  every	  time	  there	  would	  be	  a	  perceived	  
end	  of	  hostilities,	  the	  fighting	  would	  continue	  until	  
the	   agreement	   was	   reached	   in	   the	   early	   nineties.	  
Only	  then	  could	  the	  real	  effort	  for	  a	  reconstruction	  
and	   rehabilitation	   for	   a	   city	   and	   its	   residences	  
begin.	   The	   government	   set	   up	   a	   private	  
corporation	   with	   the	   blessing	   of	   the	   state	   to	  
facilitate	   the	  redevelopment	  of	   the	  city	  center,	   the	  
company	  was	  known	  as	  Solidere.	  	  
	  
	  
Solidere and Central Beirut 
	  

To	   deal	   with	   the	   monumental	   task	   that	   was	  
before	   the	   Lebanese	   government	   of	   rebuilding	   a	  
city	   that	   had	   seen	   devastation	   over	   the	   fifteen	  
years,	   they	   realized	   that	   they	   needed	   a	  
concentrated	   effort	   with	   a	   master	   plan	   and	   an	  
organization	  capable	  of	  completing	  the	  work.	  What	  

                                                
8	  Fregonese,	  “Beirut’s	  Discrepant	  Cosmopolitanisms,”	  
325.	  

was	   formed	   was	   the	   joint	   stock	   company,	   the	  
Lebanese	   Company	   for	   the	   Development	   and	  
Reconstruction	  of	  Beirut	  Central	  District.	  For	  short,	  
it	   was	   known	   as	   Solidere,	   based	   on	   its	   French	  
acronym.	   It	   was	   developed	   at	   a	   time	   of	   great	  
change	   in	   global	   politics,	   the	   USSR	   had	   just	  
collapsed	   and	   the	   Washington	   consensus	   was	  
firmly	   established	   as	   the	   economic	   path	   for	   the	  
nineties.	   Many	   socio-‐economic	   themes	   were	  
present	   in	   the	  outlook	  of	   the	   company.	  Globalism,	  
capitalism,	   nationalism,	   liberalism,	   all	   of	   these	  
played	  an	  important	  role	  of	  developing	  the	  strategy	  
for	   the	   firm	  when	   it	   started	   its	   task	   to	   rebuild	   the	  
city.	  What	   they	  wanted	   to	   do	  was	   rehabilitate	   the	  
city,	  bring	  the	  residences	  together	  while	  attracting	  
the	   investors	  and	   industrialists	   that	  had	  made	   the	  
city	  a	  business	  hub	  before	  the	  outbreak	  of	  the	  civil	  
war.	   But	   questions	   about	   equality	   and	   corruption	  
were	   soon	   raised,	   as	   people	   questioned	   who	   this	  
affluence	   and	   development	   was	   really	   for.	   People	  
were	   concerned	   about	   the	   ability	   of	   the	   city	   to	  
bring	   all	   sections	   of	   society	   together	   through	   the	  
project,	   rich	   and	   poor,	   Muslim	   and	   Christian,	   as	  
well	   as	   urbanite	   and	   non-‐urbanites.	   The	  
government	   had	   set	   up	   this	   company	   with	   the	  
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• eates	   a	   vibrant,	   24-‐hour	   active	  
downtown.Cr12	  

To	  gain	  a	  fuller	  understanding	  the	  political	  and	  
economic	  basis	  for	  the	  direction	  of	  the	  project,	  one	  
must	   examine	   the	   economic	   world	   view	   of	   the	  
people	   in	   charge	   of	   the	   company	   and	   how	   that	  
translated	  into	  real	  estate	  and	  development.	  	  

If	   one	   were	   to	   put	   a	   face	   on	   the	   Lebanese	  
governments	  plan	  to	  redevelop	  the	  city,	  as	  well	  as	  
the	   company	   Solidere	   tasked	   with	   overseeing	   the	  
project,	  none	  would	  fit	  better	  than	  Rafik	  Hariri.	  The	  
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economic	   motivation,	   the	   planners	   hope	   to	   prove	  
to	   the	   outside	  world	   that	   the	   country	   is	   ready	   for	  
investment	   and	   has	   the	   capabilities	   to	   serve	   as	   a	  
place	  of	  business.	  It	  hopes	  to	  give	  the	  impression	  of	  
economic	   and	   political	   stability,	   discounting	   the	  
fears	   that	   violence	   and	   conflict,	   especially	   within	  
the	  various	  religious	  sects	   is	  not	  a	  concern	  for	  the	  
vested	  parties.	  	  
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This	   issue	   has	   the	   potential	   to	   become	  
problematic	  for	  Solidere	  and	  the	  city	  in	  the	  future.	  
If	  there	  is	  not	  an	  opportunity	  for	  a	  healing	  between	  
various	   sects,	   whether	   that	   is	   through	   a	   shared	  
pride	   in	   the	   rehabilitation	   of	   the	   city,	   or	   a	   new	  
familiarity	   through	   close	   contact,	   the	   suspicions	  
and	  infighting	  of	  the	  past	  could	  return.	  In	  addition	  
to	   this,	   one	   could	   raise	   the	   concern	   about	   the	  
ability	   for	   the	   project	   to	   be	   profitable	   with	   a	  
number	   of	   vacancies	   and	   a	   lack	   of	   customers	   for	  
the	   shops	   to	   survive.	   Many	   residences	   of	   the	   city	  
have	  refused	  to	  spend	  their	  time	  and	  money	  in	  the	  
new	   city	   center	   as	   well	   as	   the	   other	   Solidere	  
projects	  for	  this	  economic	  isolation	  and	  the	  feeling	  
of	  the	  desire	  for	  their	  exclusion.	  	  

This	   is	   the	   unfortunate	   consequence	   of	  
development	  that	  was	  used	  to	  try	  to	  spur	  economic	  
growth	  or	  recovery.	  It	  is	  not	  just	  Beirut	  where	  this	  
is	  a	  problem,	  but	  in	  many	  regions	  around	  the	  world	  
and	   in	   many	   cities.	   Through	   gentrification	   many	  
residences	  are	  pushed	  out	   in	  an	  effort	   to	  attract	  a	  
more	   affluent	   customer	   with	   the	   hopes	   of	  
improving	  the	  local	  economy.	  This	  is	  the	  goal	  of	  the	  
Lebanese	   government	   and	   of	   Solidere,	   to	   return	  
the	   city	   to	   the	   Paris	   of	   the	   East	   and	   reclaim	   the	  
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government,	   the	   organization	   was	   able	   to	   attract	  
many	   loyal	  members	  and	  allies	  around	  the	  Middle	  
East.	   They	   primarily	   operate	   in	   southern	   Beirut	  
and	   in	   southern	   Lebanon,	   as	   they	   can	   operate	  
effectively	   in	  Shiite	  neighborhoods.	  Over	  the	  years	  
they	  have	  drawn	  attention	  and	  condemnation	  from	  
the	   West	   over	   incidences	   such	   as	   the	   Marine	  
barracks	  bombing	  in	  1983,	  which	  ultimately	  led	  to	  
President	  Reagan	  withdrawing	  U.S.	  forces	  that	  had	  
been	   deployed	   to	   Lebanon	   to	   help	   end	   the	   war.	  
Although	   the	   group	   has	   denied	   involvement	   in	  
many	   terrorist	   activities,	   they	   have	   been	   held	  
responsible	  for	  terrorist	  attacks	  around	  the	  world,	  
including	   ones	   in	   Argentina,	   Saudi	   Arabia	   and	  
Bulgaria,	   usually	   targeting	   Israeli	   or	   American	  
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criticism	  of	  Hezbollah	  if	  he	  couldn’t	  understand	  the	  
conversation.”17	  

The	   Hezbollah	   leadership	   knew	   that	   they	   had	  
to	   do	   something	   or	   the	   blame	   for	   the	   destruction	  
caused	   during	   the	   war	   would	   be	   placed	   on	   them.	  
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The	   organization	   has	   also	   set	   a	   network	   of	  
health	   services	   within	   their	   constituencies	  
providing	   another	   alternative	   to	   the	   central	  
government	   which	   has	   been	   accused	   of	   providing	  
services	  based	  on	  political	  patronage.	  Their	  health	  
network	  which	  is	  titled	  the	  Islamic	  Health	  Unit	  has	  
set	   up	   3	   hospitals,	   12	   health	   centers,	   20	  
infirmaries,	   20	   dental	   clinics,	   10	   civil	   defense	  
programs	   and	   social	   health	   programs.	   The	  
efficiency	   of	   their	   operations	   has	   actually	   led	   the	  
central	   government	   to	   hand	   over	   operations	   of	  
many	   government	   hospitals	   to	   the	   group	   in	   the	  
areas	   of	   southern	   Lebanon	   and	   the	   Bekaa	   Valley.	  
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creating	  an	  atmosphere	  that	  markets	  toward	  their	  
own	  constituencies.	  The	  Beirut	  city	  center	  has	  a	  hip	  
environment	  with	  shops	  that	  carry	  foreign	  brands,	  
restaurants	  that	  serve	  hard	  liquor,	  and	  women	  can	  
be	  seen	  walking	  around	  in	  skirts	  without	  any	  head	  
covering.	   Contrast	   that	   with	   southern	   Beirut	   and	  
southern	   Lebanon	   where	   the	   concept	   of	   moral	  
leisure	   flourishes.	   The	   shops	   there	   cater	   to	   more	  
local	  tastes,	  are	  usually	  smaller,	  mom	  and	  pop	  style	  
places,	   that	   do	   not	   serve	   items	   that	   are	   at	   odds	  
with	   the	   local	   religious	   customs.26	   Id	   like	   to	   note	  
that	   these	   are	   not	   absolute	   realities	   but	   more	   in	  
relative	  terms.	  	  

The	   success	   of	   the	   reconstruction	   and	  
rehabilitation	  of	  the	  city	  of	  Beirut	  is	  different	  based	  
on	  who	  you	  ask	  not	  matter	  what	  background	  they	  
come	   from.	   A	   wealthy	   or	   affluent	   individual	   from	  
the	  city	   is	  proud	  of	   impressive	  nature	  of	   their	  city	  
and	   that	   it	   has	   opened	   its	   doors	   to	   the	   outside	  
world	   offering	   opportunity	   and	   wealth	   that	   was	  
originally	  unavailable.	  And	  there	  are	  those	  who	  feel	  
that	   the	   direction	   in	   the	   city	   center	   has	   left	   them	  
behind,	  creating	  a	  new	  space	   that	   is	  exclusive	  and	  
does	  not	  resemble	  the	  Beirut	  of	  the	  past.	  For	  some	  
the	   answer	   lies	   in	   the	   message	   of	   social	   justice.	  
Their	   loyalties	   stand	   with	   those	   who	   stand	   with	  
them.	  This	  method	  of	   thinking	   is	  quite	  common	  in	  
the	   Middle	   East.	   For	   Western	   nations	   who	   are	  
concerned	   about	   individuals	   being	   attracted	   to	  
those	  who	   are	   against	   their	   interests,	   they	   should	  
note	  the	  influence	  of	  welfare	  systems	  and	  how	  they	  
translate	  into	  political	  support.	  

Development	  is	  much	  more	  than	  just	  buildings	  
or	   pre-‐planned	   neighborhoods	   and	   zoning	  
practices.	   It	   sets	   the	   tone	   for	   a	   city,	   it	   creates	  
economic	   opportunity	   or	   disadvantage.	   It	   changes	  
the	   feel,	   the	   look,	   the	   way	   people	   feel	   about	  
themselves	  and	   their	  heritage.	   It	   can	  cause	  people	  
to	   kill	   or	   be	   killed,	   take	   up	   arms	   against	   enemies	  
foreign	  and	  domestic.	  All	  around	  the	  world	  we	  see	  
new	   cities	   and	   the	   rebirth	   of	   those	   from	   the	   past.	  
The	   problems	   and	   benefits	   vary	   around	   the	   globe	  
but	   we	   see	   patterns	   and	   trends	   that	   know	   no	  
language,	   or	   ethnicity,	   or	   political	   affiliation.	  
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The	   majority	   of	   the	   workers	   in	   factories	   are	  

temporary	   migrants,	   from	   the	   rural	   Western	  
regions	   of	   China.	   As	   of	   2013,	   it	   is	   estimated	   that	  
there	   are	   as	   many	   as	   262	   million	   rural	   migrant	  
workers.	   Migrant	   workers	   have	   been	   a	   key	   factor	  
in	   China’s	   economic	   success.	   They	   have	   supplied	  
China	   with	   a	   bountiful	   of	   unskilled	   and	   low	   paid	  
labor.	  However,	  due	  to	  the	  Hukou	  system,	  they	  are	  
consistently	   marginalized.	   Because	   they	   do	   not	  
hold	   an	   urban	   Hukou,	   migrant	   workers	   do	   not	  
receive	   the	   same	   benefits	   as	   urban	   residents,	  
including	  access	  to	  healthcare	  and	  education.	  	  

	  

	  
The	   Hukou	   system	   was	   implemented	   over	   a	  

decade	   in	   the	   1950s	   in	   order	   to	   restrict	   internal	  
movements	   in	   China.	   Mao	   intended	   to	   keep	   a	  
majority	   rural	   population	   by	   limiting	   social	  
services	  to	  be	  provided	  to	  only	  holders	  of	  an	  urban	  
Hukou.	   Upon	   economic	   reforms	   starting	   in	   1978,	  
the	   Chinese	   government	   eased	  Hukou	   restrictions	  
in	   order	   to	   meet	   the	   high	   demands	   of	  
industrialization.	   Millions	   of	   workers	   have	  

migrated	   into	  China’s	  major	  cities	   in	  order	   to	  gain	  
economic	  opportunity.	  These	  migrant	  workers	  will	  
tolerate	   harsh	   working	   conditions	   and	   low	   pay	  
because	   they	  will	   gain	   so	  much	  more	  money	   than	  
they	  would	  have	  if	  they	  stayed	  home.5	  
	  
II. Chinese Labor Laws 
	  

5I1$I.1K	  
	  

When	   initially	   thinking	   about	   labor	   laws	   in	  
China,	   one	   would	   most	   likely	   have	   a	   negative	  
perception.	   With	   the	   news	   of	   scandals	   of	   harsh	  
working	   conditions	   and	   unfair	   wages,	   it	   could	   be	  
assumed	   that	   labor	   laws	   are	   incomplete	   or	  
obsolete.	   Surely	   the	   mistreat
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In	   the	   early	   1990’s	   SOEs	   gradually	   began	   to	  
privatize.	   Due	   to	   market	   forces,	   the	   former	   SOEs	  
laid	   off	   million	   of	   redundant	   workers	   resulting	   in	  
high	  unemployment	  rates.	  With	  the	  SOEs	  no	  longer	  
directly	  under	  the	  control	  of	  the	  government,	  labor	  
abuses	   by	   the	   private	   employers	   increased	  
dramatically.	  Between	  the	  years	  of	  1992-‐1993,	  the	  
number	   of	   labor	   disputes	   increased	   by	   51%.7	  
These	   factors	   led	   to	   the	   need	   of	   an	   official	   labor	  
law,	  and	  thus	  resulted	  with	  the	  1995	  Labor	  Law.	  
	  

WNNa' 7%E"$' 7%K' %*&' 081' F--)1-' "+' F@G#1@1*0.*A'
7%E"$'7%K-	  
	  

The	  new	  Labor	  Law	  included	  issues	  concerning	  
salary,	  overtime	  and	  vacation	  time,	  labor	  contracts,	  	  
                                                
7	  Ibid.	  

	  

women	   and	   minors’	   rights,	   social	   insurance,	  
termination	   stipulations,	   and	   labor	   disputes.8	   As	  
stated	   in	   Article	   1,	   the	   goal	   of	   the	   law	   was	   to	  
“protect	   the	   legitimate	   rights	   and	   interests	   of	  
laborers,	  readjust	  labor	  relationships,	  establish	  and	  
safeguard	   the	   labor	   system	   suiting	   the	   socialist	  
market	   economy,	   and	   promote	   economic	  
development	   and	   social	   progress”.	   	   It	   is	   assumed	  
that	   the	  goal	  of	   the	   law	   is	   to	  be	   in	   the	   interests	  of	  
the	  workers.	  	  

Chinese	  authorities	  use	  a	  tiered	  approach	  when	  
implementing	   labor	   laws.	   This	   means	   that	   there	  
are	   different	   penalties	   for	   different	   levels	   of	  

                                                
8	  Ibid.	  
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severity	   in	   violations.9	   For	   minor	   violations,	  
authorities	   will	   issues	   only	   a	   warning.	   If	   the	  
employer	   quickly	   fixes	   the	   problem,	   then	   no	   fine	  
will	  be	  imposed.	  For	  more	  severe	  violations,	  a	  fine	  
will	   be	   issued,	   but	   it	   can	   be	   drastically	   reduced	  
once	   the	  problem	   is	   fixed.	  This	  method	  allows	   for	  
the	   government	   to	   use	   its	   limited	   resources	   for	  
more	   critical	   cases.	   However,	   there	   is	   little	  
incentive	   for	   employers	   to	   be	   proactive	   about	   the	  
laws,	  because	  there	  is	  basically	  no	  punishment	  for	  
minor	   infringements.	   The	   risk	   of	   getting	   caught	   is	  
less	   costly	   than	   following	   the	   laws	   in	   the	   first	  
place.10	  
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automobile	   industry	   occurred.	   These	   strikes	   all	  
shared	   similarities	   of	   demanding	   wage	   increases	  
and	  improved	  working	  conditions.33	  

China	   has	   experienced	   an	   increase	   in	   labor	  
strikes	  in	  recent	  years.	  Between	  the	  years	  of	  1993	  
and	   2003,	   the	   number	   of	   reported	   incidents	   has	  
increased	   from	   10,000	   to	   60,000.	   Zeng	   Qinghong,	  
the	   president	   of	   the	   Guangdong	   Automobile	  
Association,	   connects	   the	   increase	   in	   labor	   strikes	  
to	   labor	   unions	   in	   China	   having	   been	   relatively	  
unsuccessful	   in	   resolving	   labor	   disputes.	   Unions	  
not	   only	   have	   a	   small	   presence,	   but	   the	   workers	  
also	   do	   not	   trust	   them	   as	   a	   means	   to	   fairly	  
represent	  their	  interests.34	  

The	   All	   China	   Federation	   of	   Trade	   Unions	  
(ACFTU)	   is	   the	  only	   trade	  union	  allowed	   in	  China.	  
It	  is	  designed	  in	  a	  hierarchical	  way	  of	  incorporating	  
all	  unions	  under	  its	  control.	  The	  ACFTU’s	  structure	  
was	  taken	  from	  the	  Soviet	  Union	  model	  of	  being	  an	  
extension	   of	   the	   Chinese	   Communist	   Party	   (CCP).	  
Thus,	   the	   party	   has	   complete	   control	   over	   the	  
ACFTU.35	  

The	   ACFTU	   is	   the	   largest	   trade	   union	   in	   the	  
world.	   It	   encompasses	   around	   170	   million	  
members,	   showing	   that	   it	   can	   have	   extensive	  
influence	  over	  industrial	  relations	  in	  China.	  Despite	  
its	   enormous	   capacity	   to	   influence	   employer-‐
employee	  affairs	  within	  China,	  the	  ACFTU	  has	  been	  
criticized	  that	  it	  has	  done	  little	  to	  help	  the	  average	  
Chinese	   worker	   and	   does	   not	   work	   on	   their	  
interests.36	  

This	   section	   will	   give	   a	   brief	   introduction	   on	  
the	   structure	  of	   the	  ACFTU	  and	  explain	   further	   as	  
to	  how	  the	  ACFTU	  and	  the	  CCP	  are	  interconnected.	  
Next,	  it	  will	  go	  on	  to	  argue	  that	  the	  ACFTU	  is	  not	  a	  
legitimate	  trade	  union	  because	  it	  takes	  on	  the	  side	  
of	   the	   companies,	   instead	   of	   working	   on	   the	   best	  
interest	  of	  the	  workers.	  Consequently,	  labor	  strikes	  
should	   remain	   illegal	   in	   China	   until	   the	   ACFTU	  
becomes	   a	   better	   representation	   of	   the	   workers.	  
                                                
33	  Bai	  Ruixie,	  “The	  Role	  of	  the	  All	  China	  Federation	  of	  
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establish	  a	  trade	  union	  to	  represent	  their	  workers.	  
With	   enterprise,	   institutions,	   or	   governmental	  
departments	   with	   more	   than	   200	   workers,	   a	   full	  
time	  trade	  union	  chairperson	  will	  be	  appointed.40	  	  

Union	   members	   contribute	   .5%	   of	   their	  
monthly	   salary	   to	   the	   unions	   source	   funding.	  
Enterprises,	   institutions,	   or	   governmental	  
departments	  are	  required	  to	  give	  2%	  of	  their	  total	  
employee	  payroll	  to	  the	  unions,	  as	  well.41	  However,	  
the	   ACFTU	   relies	   heavily	   on	   government	   support.	  
External	   research	   shows	   that	   without	   the	  

                                                
40	  Ibid.	  
41	  Ibid.	  

government	   funding,	   the	   ACFTU	   would	   be	  
bankrupt.42	  	  
	  

O81'#1A.0.@%6>'"+'081',!=OY'%-'%'Y*."*'
	  

The	  ACFTU	  has	  received	  international	  criticism	  
over	   the	   legitimacy	   of	   it	   being	   a	   true	  
representation	   of	   the	   Chinese	   workers’	   interest	  
and	  rights.	  The	  International	  Confederation	  of	  Free	  
Trade	   Unions	   (ICFTU)	   stands	   strong	   in	   not	  
recognizing	   the	   ACFTU	   as	   a	   union.	   Taylor	   and	   Li	  
argue	   that	   the	   ACFTU	   operates	   as	   a	   “state	   organ”	  
and	   as	   an	   extension	   of	   the	   CCP	   to	   pursue	   the	  
interest	  of	  the	  Party	  instead	  of	  the	  workers.43	  
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proposals	   for	   solution.	   With	   respect	   to	   the	  
reasonable	   demands	   made	   by	   the	   workers	   and	  
staff	   members,	   the	   enterprise	   or	   institution	   shall	  
try	   to	   satisfy	   them”.	   This	   statement	   not	   only	  
provides	  a	  broad	  procedure	  for	  strike	  negotiations,	  
but	   also	   assumes	   that	   the	   enterprises	  by	   agreeing	  
to	  reasonable	  demands	  of	   the	  workers	   in	  order	   to	  
restore	  peace.	  

Qinghong	  further	  argues	  that	  the	  right	  to	  strike	  
should	  be	  legalized	  because	  it	  guarantees	  workers’	  
rights	  and	  is	  crucial	  for	  “China’s	  establishment	  of	  a	  
lawful	   economy.54”	   Legalizing	   strikes	   would	   show	  
the	   government’s	   positive	   attitude	   and	   the	  
promotion	   of	   the	   workers’	   interests.	   Qinghong	  
argues	  that	  legalizing	  strikes	  would	  not	  cause	  more	  
labor	   unrest	   to	   occur	   in	   China.	   In	   societies	   where	  
strikes	   are	   legal,	   labor	   unrest	   is	   uncommon.	  
Legalizing	   strikes	   would	   just	   regulate	   the	  
procedure	   and	   the	   steps	   taken	   to	   ensure	   more	  
peaceful	  relations	  will	  all	  parties	  involved.55	  

Although	   legalizing	   strikes	   would	   allow	   for	  
workers	  to	  gain	  bargaining	  power,	  this	  paper	  takes	  
on	  the	  argument	  that	  China	  is	  not	  ready	  to	  legalize	  
strikes	   until	   issues	   concerning	   the	   legitimacy	   and	  
the	   effectiveness	   of	   the	   ACFTU	   representing	   the	  
workers’	   interests	   are	   resolved.	   Legalizing	   strikes	  
would	   suggest	   that	   the	   strikes	   would	   be	  
coordinated	   by	   the	   ACFTU.	   However,	   the	   issue	  
arises,	  as	  argued	  previously,	  that	  the	  ACFTU	  is	  not	  
an	   adequate	   representation	  of	   the	  workers.	   Labor	  
unions	   must	   be	   fixed	   to	   ensure	   a	   democratic	  
representation	   before	   strikes	   should	   be	   formally	  
legalized.	   Furthermore,	   Chinese	   workers	   are	  
neither	  organized	  nor	  knowledgeable	  fully	  on	  their	  
rights	   in	   order	   to	   coordinate	   an	   effective	   labor	  
strike.56	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
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One	  of	  the	  ACFTU’s	  biggest	  challenges	  has	  been	  
organizing	  trade	  unions	  in	  foreign	  enterprises.57	  In	  
2003,	  the	  ACFTU	  turned	  its	  attention	  to	  unionizing	  

                                                
54	  Ibid.	  
55	  Ibid.	  
56	  Chang	  Kai,	  “How	  the	  Government	  Deals	  with	  Strikes,”	  
26"*"@.6-'%*&'=.*%*61'<10	  (August	  5,	  2010).	  
57	  B.	  He,	  and	  Y.	  Xie,	  “Walmart’s	  Trade	  Union	  in	  China,”	  
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their	   control	   into	   the	   affairs	   of	   the	   private	  
company.	  
	  

!"*6#)-."*'
	  

Overall,	   the	   ACFTU	   cannot	   reflect	   workers’	  
interests	   because	   of	   its	   relations	   with	   the	   CCP.	  
Because	   it	   is	  an	  extension	   to	   the	  CCP,	   competition	  
between	   unions	   cannot	   be	   established	   that	   would	  
force	  the	  ACFTU	  to	  better	  represent	  their	  workers.	  
The	   ACFTU	   aligns	   with	   the	   CCP’s	   ideology	   that	   is	  
more	   business	   focused.	   This	   results	   in	   the	   ACFTU	  
siding	   with	   the	   enterprises	   over	   protecting	   the	  
employees.	   	  The	   ACFTU	   is	   only	   a	   trade	   union	   in	  
name.	   In	   order	   for	   the	   ACFTU	   to	   adequately	  
perform	  its	  duties	  it	  must	  become	  a	  separate	  entity	  
from	  the	  CCP	  and	  make	  structural	  changes	  to	  allow	  
for	   democratic	   elections	   and	   labor	   strikes.	   These	  
will	   greatly	   democratize	   and	   legitimize	   the	  
institution.	  	  
	  
	  
IV. Employee Discrimination 
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In	   early	   2014,	   Cao	   Ju,	   a	   young	   female	  
professional,	   was	   refused	   a	   position	   at	   a	   private	  
tutoring	   company	   in	   Beijing	   on	   the	   basis	   of	   her	  
gender.	   Cao	   Ju	   took	   the	   company	   to	   court.	  
Surprisingly,	   Chinese	   court	   ruled	   in	   favor	   of	   the	  
prosecutor.	   Cao	   Ju’s	   case	   was	   the	   first	   gender	  
discrimination	  lawsuit	  in	  China.64	  	  

Although	  this	  case	  depicts	  China	  moving	  in	  the	  
direction	   of	   equality,	   discrimination	   is	   still	   a	  
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Hon	   and	   Jie’s	   report	   measured	   workplace	  
fatalities	  compared	  to	  the	  overall	  GDP	  growth	  in	  a	  
country.98	   They	   found	   that	   the	   number	   of	   a	  
fatalities	   have	   increased	   during	   China’s	   GDP	  
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Victims	  of	  work	  related	  injuries	  and	  deaths	  are	  
usually	   male,	   migrant	   workers.	   Additionally,	   an	  
appalling	  number	  of	  the	  victims	  would	  not	  receive	  
compensation	   for	   their	   injury,	   nor	   are	   they	  
knowledgeable	   of	   their	   rights	   to	   a	   safe	   work	  
environment.	   One	   of	   the	   biggest	   issues	   with	  
workplace	   safety	   supervision	   is	   that	   it	   is	   left	   to	  
local	   government	   enforcement.	   As	   local	  
governments	   compete	  with	  one	  another	   to	   attract	  
businesses,	   they	   are	   more	   willing	   to	   overlook	  
safety	  violations,	  which	  then	  results	  in	  a	  race	  to	  the	  
bottom	   phenomenon.	   The	   local	   governments	   are	  
more	   interested	   in	   the	   investors	   instead	   of	   the	  
workers.	   Improvements	   have	   been	   made	   recently	  
as	   local	   governmental	   officials	   are	   held	   directly	  
responsible	   for	   any	   incidents	   that	   occur	   in	   their	  
region.105	  	  

In	   February	   of	   2014,	   the	   Chinese	   legislation	  
was	   looking	   to	   revise	   a	   bill	   concerning	   workplace	  
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region	   are	   considerably	   higher	   than	   wages	   in	   the	  
less	   developed	   inland	   regions.	   Migrant	   workers’	  
wages	   increase	   significantly	   slower	   than	   national	  
average	   wage.	   Finally,	   wage	   gaps	   between	  
industrial	  sectors	  exist.110	  
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The	  1995	  Labor	  Laws	  implemented	  a	  minimum	  
wage	  law	  that	  would	  differ	  depending	  on	  the	  area.	  
While	   the	   minimum	   wage	   did	   increase	   over	   time	  
(see	   below	   chart),	   the	   minimum	   wage	   increases	  
have	   been	   slower	   than	   the	   growth	   of	   average	  
wages	   in	   China.	   In	   1994,	   the	   average	   minimum	  
wage	  was	  about	  54%	  of	  the	  national	  average	  wage.	  
But	   in	   2001,	   this	   ratio	   dropped	   to	   an	   average	   of	  
about	   26%.	   This	   is	   far	   below	   the	   international	  
average	   that	   places	   the	   minimum	   wage	   at	   about	  
40-‐60%	   of	   the	   national	   average	   wage.	   	   Figure	   6.2	  
focuses	   on	   the	   four	   regions	   that	   this	   paper	   has	  
focused	  on	  for	  wages.	  It	  shows	  the	  minimum	  wage	  
compared	   to	   the	   average	   wages.	   The	   ratio	   should	  
increase	   in	   order	   to	   be	   more	   comparable	   to	  
international	   standards.	   It	   should	   be	   noted	   that	  

                                                
110	  
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