
CUSG Judicial Branch Bylaws

ARTICLE I – PURPOSE

Rule 1: Purpose of Rules: These rules should be construed, administered, and employed by the
Judicial Branch to ensure the just and speedy determination of every action and proceeding, to
the end of ascertaining the truth and upholding CUSG laws. The Justices’ efforts will be
generated for the purpose of maintaining legitimacy and continuity of CUSG generally and the
Judicial Branch specifically; the Court may issue binding orders to this effect.

ARTICLE II - OFFICERS

Rule 2: Chief Justice: At all times, the Court must have a Chief Justice. The Chief Justice shall
act as the presiding officer for the Judicial Branch. The Chief Justice will serve as primary
liaison and representative of the Court to all outside parties and other branches of the student
government. The Chief Justice will ensure efficient administration of justice and may delegate
authority in the performance of this duty. The Chief Justice is in-charge of delegating authority
and recognizing the needs of the Court and justice on campus.

Rule 3: Deputy Chief Justice: At all times, the Court must have a Deputy Chief Justice. The
Deputy Chief Justice shall assume all duties of the Chief Justice when they are unable to do so or
delegate such power to the Deputy Chief Justice. The Deputy Chief Justice shall assist the Chief
Justice in effectuating Court procedure.

Rule 4: Staff Support: (A) The Court may utilize the services of staff assistants provided to the
Court by CUSG for clerical and administrative support. 

(B) The Court, at its discretion, may select interns who are able to support Justices and the
Court in its various projects. Interns are not eligible to vote on Court cases or internal matters. 

(C) Interns can hold office hours, serve as a liaison between other branches and the
Judicial Branch, and assist in other Court and Justice administrative duties.

Rule 5: Election of Court Officers: The Chief and Deputy Chief Justices, as officers of the
Court, shall be elected by majority vote of the Court as vacancies arise. The presiding Chief or
Deputy Chief Justice will have the tie-breaking vote. 

Rule 6: Removal of Court Officers: The Court may, upon vote with a majority of Justices, at a
previously designated meeting, remov@䠀̀
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Rule 11: Terms of Office: (A) Appointments to the Court shall last for as long as the Justice is a
fee-paying student. 

(B) The Chief Justice and Deputy Chief Justice shall hold office hours in the Judicial
Branch office or other designated site at least four hours per week. The Chief Justice is able
to grant excused absences to JusticemÀ



(B) The Judicial Branch budget will be approved by a majority vote of the Court. 

(C) All stipends will be reviewed by the Court every fiscal year if changes are pending an CÀM
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(A) Once served with a petition, the respondent has three days to acknowledge the petition
being filed against them. The acknowledgement of the petition must be sent via electronic mail
to Cusg.chiefjustice@colorado.edu. The Chief Justice will then notify the respondent if there is
a defect in the response or deliver the response to the “Colorado.edu” address of the named
petitioner.

(B) The respondent will have five business days to formally submit an answer brief to the
Court. The brief must be sent via electronic mail to Cusg.chiefjustice@colorado.edu

(C) Respondent may file for a one-time extension of time anytime within the initial five days.
Respondent must state the reason for the extension request subject to the approval of the
Court.

(D) In an effort to promote transpaqs t@Đ
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(C) In the case of an unforeseen circumstance after a tribunal hearing decision has been made,
an appeal may be requested by the complainant, respondent, or both with the Appellate Court
and be approved by a majority vote of the Court to address any unforeseen circumstance to a
reasonable extent.

(D) In the event that new evidence is submitted, or an appeal is requested, a final hearing by the
Appellate Court can be held with a majority vote of the Court’s approval.

(E) The final decision that is decided upon by the Appellate Court holds the same weight as any
case brought forth to the Appellate Court outside of Election Season.

(F) The final hearing will follow the standards and guidelines set by the bylaws of the Judicial
Branch, the same as any other case received by the Court outside of Election Season. Pursuant
with Rule 27, the case may be heard in a format agreed upon by the Court.

(G) In the event of an equal number of Justices ruling on an Election Infraction Tribunal appeal
before the Appellate Court in which the verdict results in a tied vote, the decision of the
Infraction Tribunal stands.

(H) The Court should be given substantial time to evaluate appropriate evidence and come to a
decision when a case is filed. After the cases conclude, the Court has until Tuesday at 11:59 PM.
MST prior to the Thursday before graduation to review the case and present their decision.

ARTICLE IV – PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE COURT

Rule 25: Trial Scheduling: The Chief Justice or other designated Court official is responsible for
choosing the date, time, and location for hearings that are fair and equitable to both parties and
fellow Justices. All parties shall be notified by the Court of the place of the proceedings within
24 hours excluding during election seasons. The Court shall also notify the Petitioner and
Respondent of any time limitations upheld during the case.

Rule 26: Burden of Parties: Unless applicable law or regulations so provide, the burden of proof
before the Court will be set in advance or at the start of the hearing by the Chief Justice.

Rule 27: Type of Argument: The Court may choose to hear a case in “trial format,” “appellate
format,” or in any format described in advance or at the start of the hearing by the Chief Justice.
The two traditional formats are described below.

Rule 28: Trial Format Argument Presentation: (A) In cases of first
impression, unless announced otherwise by the Court, the following order shall
be used to present a case before the Court:

1. Petitioner's opening statement. 

2. Respondent's opening statement. 

3. Petitioner’s case-in-chief, presenting evidence and direct-examination of witnesses.
At the conclusion of petitioner’s questions for each witness, the respondent will have the
opportunity to cross-examine that witness. Following the cross-examination, the



petitioner may direct- examine the witness again, but is limited to responding to the
respondent’s cross-examination. 

4. Respondent’s case-in-chief, presenting evidence and direct-examination of witnesses.
At the conclusion of respondent’s questions for each witness, the petitioner will have
the opportunity to cross-examine that witness. Following the cross-examination, the
respondent may direct- examine the witness again, but is limited to responding to the
petitioner’s cross-examination. 

5. Petitioner’s closing arguments 

6. Respondent’s closing arguments 

7. Petitioner’s response to Respondent’s closing arguments, limited to allegations made
during the respondent’s closing argument. 

(B) Both the complainant(s) and respondent(s) may be advised or represented by counsel, i.e. a
party may bring an advisor of their choice, including but not limited to advocates or attorneys, to
any process meeting, including, but not limited to hearings. The presence of legal representation
before the Judicial Branch may be revoked at the discretion of the Court. 

Rule 29: Appellate Format Argument Presentation: In all appeals from the decisions of
other judicial bodies, unless announced otherwise by the Court, the following order shall be
used to present a case before the Court. 

1. Petitioner's argument 

2. Respondent's argument 

3. Petitioner’s rebuttal, limited only to responding to Respondent’s argument.

Rule 30: Virtual Trial: (A) The Zoom link to any and every virtual hearing will be
posted on the CUSG Website under the Judicial Branch’
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Rule 39: Authority: Authority Decisions of the Court derive authority from Article IV,
Paragraph B, of the CUSG Constitution. These rules enhance and add to this Constitutional
provision. 

Rule 40: Final Judgment: The Court shall issue a final judgment in a case which has been
argued by the parties in a hearing before the Court. Judgment officially becomes final when the
written decision by the Court is delivered to the “Colorado.Edu” addresses of his or her self the
primary contact for the petitioner, the primary contact for the respondent, and all the Justices of
the Judicial Branch. The Court will have seven business days to write and submit the final
opinion of the Court.

Rule 41: Summary Judgment: The Court shall issue a summary judgment in a case when the
Court determines that no genuine issue of material fact exists and a hearing for the presentation
of argument is unnecessary. The summary judgment becomes final when posted online and/or on
the CUSG bulletin board. 

Rule 42: Default Judgment: The Court may issue a default judgment against a party who fails
to abide by Court orders. The Court will issue a continuance of a proceeding if good cause is
shown. 

Rule 43: Injunction: Prior to the issuance of a final or summary judgment, the Court may,
upon the showing of substantial possibility of irreparable harm by a party, make an order
restraining such actions until final res�
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