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ARJUN NOVOTNY-SHANDAS
Thoughtful Democracy: Bubbles, Chambers, and Conversation
�VW�<HDU�/RQJIRUP��VW�3ODFH

It was one of those cold mid-winter days where the roads, houses, and trees all blended into the grey sky. 
It was a day that sent people inside to hide under their covers, protected from that weighty dreariness. But for 
some, that was not an option. Caucus was just a week away.

	 I met the campaign manager. He was standing on the dead grass in the front yard. 

	 “You ready to make some calls?” he asked as I walked towards him.

	 “Are we asking for money today? Or just votes?”

	 “Their money, their soul, and their first born male child.” We entered the house, and he closed the door 
behind us, smiling. “Yeah, just votes today. But if they want to give money, don’t stop them.” 

	 The house was cluttered and there was a lingering scent of cat food. A petite young woman with bright 
eyes was sitting at the table.

	 “This is our new field organizer,” the campaign manager said, “and this is her house.”

	 “My parents’ house actually. I’m Elliott.” She shook my hand. 

	 I sat down at the only other chair without magazines and sweaters on it, across from everyone else. Awk-
wardly, I moved a dish aside and put my computer on the table. The campaign manager went over the script and 
goals for calls today. “Mostly, we’re just putting Singer’s name out there and trying to get people to go caucus if 
they can.”

	 “Do you know Singer?” I asked Elliott as I got set up.

	 “No, I don’t. I wasn’t even into politics before 2016. That election. . . .” She paused. “Well, it made me 
realize how messed up our democracy can be.”

	 Elliot was not alone in feeling that way. The 2016 US election was different from elections in the past. 
Every election has a victor and a loser. It is well known, and somewhat obvious, that supporters of the victor 
tend to be pleased with the democratic process after an election, while those who backed the losing candidate 
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about advances in shoemaking, but less informed about movie awards or the latest in interior design. While this 
is a bizarre illustration, it is not so different from the situation many of us are in today. Professor and scholar 
of philosophy C. Thi Nguyen calls this an epistemic bubble. An epistemic bubble is created by exclusion. In 
other words, relevant informational sources are omitted (Nguyen 143). In certain social media sites, such as 
Facebook, epistemic bubbles can be created inadvertently. We follow people based on social reasoning: we like 
them or find them humorous or enlightening. Facebook notes this and fills our home feed with more of what we 
enjoy. Our normal social behaviors form bubbles. Dr. Nguyen notes, “Friends make for good parties, but poor 
information networks.” (Nguyen, 144) 

	 Thankfully, epistemic bubbles are easy to pop. It is simple to shatter your bubble by making an effort to 
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	 “Hey there, may I speak to Fred?” I asked.
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SARAH STRETZ
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What Are Our Options?

Surveillance

	 I wholly believe that the key to predicting and preventing the next pandemic lies in surveillance. Surveil
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arthropod vectors (like mosquitos) and domestic animal populations in the area. Across this broad net of testing, 
there will be monitoring for any instances of the same RNA virus(es) appearing across all of the test species, 
and should any virus meet all of the designated specifications it will be marked as a high risk for spillover. 

Action

	 Now that a virus has been designated as being high risk for spillover, then what? Unfortunately, this is 
where the limitations of scientific knowledge come into play. There is a lot that scientists still do not know about 
viruses or the way in which they interact with the human body. We do not know how many zoonotic pathogens 
people are exposed to compared to how many successfully cross the species barrier and cause infection, and we 
do not know why certain viruses make humans sick but have no adverse effects on their original hosts (Morse). 
Once we can come to better understand the processes of transmission from animal to human host, the science of 
spillover prevention will reach a new frontier. In the meantime, we must make do with the information available 
to us. 

	 Advances in molecular diagnostic technology will assist in pathogen identification during surveillance 
testing (Morse). The end-goal is to have a global genomic database so expansive and particular that surveillance 
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have even been mobilized. There is also the issue that on the public level there is an inadequate level of report-
ing as well as self-reporting (Johnson). The general public cannot complacently sit back allowing larger powers 
to work against the problems, it is necessary that all members play their part in providing rapid and accurate 
information to monitoring and tracing efforts as soon as possible in order to best deal with both instances of 
new diseases and the transmission of current diseases as these instances arise. As children and young adults, it is 
preached that we learn from our mistakes, our losses, and our failures. In the face of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the world has been responding to the best of its abilities, but the responses were not good enough, and it is time 
that we learn from our short-comings to be better prepared for the next pandemic, not if, but when it comes. 

Application to COVID-19

	 The ramblings of a young college student are all well and good, but how well would my proposed meth-
ods work out in the real world? I will discuss some of my aforementioned points in relation to the realities of 
the pandemic now impacting our world and analyze their relevance as evidence to my support, or as points for 
reconsideration or alteration of ideas. 

	 To clarify a common misconception, the virus causing the pandemic is not the first “coronavirus” that 
the human population has seen, it is just a new strand. SARS-CoV-2 is a single-strand positive sense RNA virus 
with 50% genetic identity to MERS-CoV and 80% genetic identity to SARS-CoV (“SARS-CoV-2 Jumping the 
Species Barrier:”). The important information to take away from this is that this virus with pandemic-capacity 
is both an RNA virus and one with a large amount of shared genetic material with other previously-identified 
pathogenic zoonotic viruses. So, had there been surveillance efforts towards RNA viruses as well as a genomic 
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+(15<�3(55<�)5,('0$1
The Closed Road
1st-Year Longform Honorable Mention

	 In America, the car is synonymous with liberty. It enables us to live and travel wherever we want with-
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broke the law every day, forcing police forces to expand and organize in order to face this new league of out
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homes of 250,000 people between the 30s and the 60s (Robert Caro, quoted in Sarachan). On top of the careless 
displacement of hundreds of thousands of people, Moses’ slicing and dicing of New York City left communities 
in shambles. As Clay McShane notes in Transforming the use of Urban Space, Moses and his contemporaries 
“made a decision to destroy the living environments of nineteen-century neighborhoods by converting their 
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Kelling and James Wilson and popularized during the mayoral reign of the treasured Rudy Giuliani, details “the 
process whereby one broken window becomes many[. . . ,] that serious street crime flourishes in areas in which 
disorderly behavior goes unchecked.” Kelling and Wilson, like Jacobs, acknowledge the effect of surroundings 
on crime, but use that theory to punish the petty vandals who supposedly degrade a community’s relationship 
with the law. Instead of observing the larger conditions that lead to both petty and serious crime, this theory sug-
gests that to prevent the serious crime, cities must prosecute the poor people of color who already lack opportu-
nity before a criminal conviction, only making it harder to succeed and easier to turn to serious crime. 

This practice only contributed to cops’ sense of power, as where before someone had to be in a car to be 
searched, now cops could stop and frisk anyone they deemed worthy. While crime did decrease in New York 
under Giuliani, a UChicago Law Review study by Bernard Harcourt and Jens Ludwig finds this drop correlates 
with larger trends unrelated to policing, including the waning crack epidemic. They determine that serious 
crime, often stemming from lack of resources and opportunity, does not decrease with conviction of petty crime. 
This practice that meant to improve poor communities did the opposite by allowing police to act more easily on 
their racial biases, furthering the divide between the poor and the wealthy, whose petty crime went unnoticed. 
Today, despite the tacit understanding of the crimes of wealthy frat boys and businessmen, many still form stig-
mas around the criminals of necessity.

	 As social problems caused by car culture have become clear, many envision a future where cars become 
a shared resource, still allowing a sense of mobile freedom, but with greater access for those who can’t afford 
a car. Because we cannot simply reform our cities for perfectly equitable transportation overnight, car-sharing 
forms a bridge that works with existing suburbs and developments. Nathan Heller, in “Was the Automotive Era 
a Terrible Mistake?”, argues that

The so-called golden age of the road makes clear that cars didn’t construct American culture; American 
culture constructed cars. Auto manufacturers needed to re-stoke a market that had cooled during the 
Second World War.” He paints the romanticization of the car, something manufactured for profit, as a 
violation of our American individuality, where outsiders control our emotional choices. When large busi-
nesses require punitive investment just so we can exist comfortably in the suburbs, freedom and property 
don’t seem to coincide. 

Heller continues that with this assumption comes “a belief that the true problem is these other people”, where, 
because we separate ourselves into our personal pods, we can more easily separate and blame others on the 
road. This idea has societal implications, extending out to the blame people place on poor POC for the problems 
caused by the wealthy. 

While the desire to blame others did not come from the car, the car certainly empowers us to do so. Hell-
er envisions the car as a shared resource that potentially drives itself. By changing the perception of the car as 
an extension of ourselves to an appliance, we can break the emotional connection that blinds us to the problems 
the car’s created. Forced to think more collaboratively, we will begin losing the other people problem and see 
the car’s impacts more rationally. This solution doesn’t mean that those truly emotionally connected to their car 
cannot keep one for themselves for Sunday drives, but even these car people can benefit, letting them own their 
impractical dream car while reaping the benefits of a shared system for everyday use. As long as many families 
each own two do-it-all SUVs, car-pooling and public transportation will remain purely voluntary for those with 
the means to avoid them. When the number of cars available match the number of cars needed, people will have 
no choice but to interact with each other to fairly share this resource, reconnecting people with the street that’s 
become so distant in the suburbs. Cars as a public service will compete with existing transportation systems 
and force them to improve. As long as the wealthy can reject public service, public service won’t meaningfully 
improve. The idea of these services as charity only meant for the poor only strengthens division and ensures that 
investment remains minimal. When we see these as amenities rather than aid, they become perks of a truly free 
society where all can enjoy comfort and convenience without huge investment.

Naturally, people fear self-driving cars. When we lack control, we feel greater risk, hence why a plane 
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crash strikes more fear than a car crash. Really, we deal with features of a self driving car already, such as turn-
by-turn directions, cruise control, and automatic braking. Like with any new technology, people fear a dystopi-
an future where suddenly we’ve lost all free will, but as we see cars gaining more and more assistive features, 
self-driving will normalize. This technology means that people won’t need to go through the hoops of getting a 
driver’s license, something difficult without a car in the first place. When we realize the mobility it can bring to 
the disabled and the elderly, we see just how much our fear deprives people of the right to movement that many 
take for granted. HAL-9000, the quintessential representation of the dangers of technology, only failed because 
of his most human trait, his inability to accept his mistake, to blame it on others as we’ve seen so many do in 
this essay.
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MARIAN WALMER
Melting Away: How Does Climate Change Stand To Impact the Ski Industry?
�VW�<HDU�6KRUWIRUP��VW�3ODFH

[Editor’s note: this essay originally included photos of Arapahoe Basin and Breckenridge snowmaking; a 
SKRWR�RI�$VSHQ��DQG�D�SKRWR�RI�-HUHP\�-RQHV��32:¶V�IRXQGHU��LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&�@

	

	 There really is nothing like it. It was one of those days—four inches on the ground when the chairs 
started spinning and it was nuking hard enough that another three had fallen by lunchtime. The place was almost 
empty, and the silence made me appreciate it even more. 

	 This scene is one that many Colorado skiers know and love. From Summit County to Vail, to Steamboat 
and Telluride, Colorado is home to some of the best skiing in the country. This, of course, is no secret, with 
large resorts like Vail and Aspen holding immense brand recognition that draws a huge number of tourists every 
season. 

	 The ski industry is undoubtably one of the most important pieces of Colorado tourism, identity, and 
of course, economy. At Vail alone, the average annual skier days (the number of total visits to a resort) were 
between 12 and 13 million, according to a study by Rudi Hartmann and Shelley Broadway. That’s 13 million 
skier and rider visits, all of which have at least paid for a pass of some kind, and most of which will likely spend 
more money at the resort. 

	 On a state-wide scale, the importance of the ski industry is even more pronounced. Colorado Ski Coun-
try and Vail Resorts jointly announced in 2015 that the ski industry provided $4.8 billion to the state of Colora-
do. This goes without mentioning the 46,000 year-round jobs, with wages totaling $1.9 million. 

	 Despite the prosperity and excitement brought to the state of Colorado through skiing and snowboard-
ing, an undeniable and inevitable challenge looms in the background, creeping into the picture slowly and 
silently. Climate change stands to pose a huge threat to the ski industry in Arapahoe Basin uses snowmaking to 
push forward their opening day. 

	 Despite public consensus, climate change’s impact will be more complex than lower snow totals. Kel-
ly McCusker and Hannah Hess of the Climate Impact Lab, an organization measuring the economic impact of 
climate change, show that Breckenridge could experience 32 fewer days below 32 degrees Fahrenheit by 2080, 
and as many as 66 fewer days below 32 degrees in a high-emission scenario. This would not only contribute to 
lower snow totals, but also hinder resorts’ abilities to combat those lower totals with artificial alternatives. 

	 Even with an explanation of temperature differences, we still haven’t fully shown how climate change 
could affect the ski industry. I talked to Mike Nathan, the Sustainability Manager at Arapahoe Basin Ski area, 
about the details of climate change and its possible impacts. A-Basin is a mountain known and loved by Summit 
County locals and Coloradans alike. 

	 “We are very lucky here at A-Basin, being the highest ski area in the country and located along the Con-
tinental Divide, we get lots of snow and persisting cold temps long after most other resorts begin to see a shift to 
spring,” Nathan emphasized. But climate change is even more complex than snow totals and temperatures. 

	 “While most long-time employees, and our snow and weather forecasters here at A-Basin probably 
wouldn’t say they’ve seen shorter seasons or less snow overall, I think they’d all agree that the timing and in-
tensity of our winters is becoming very unpredictable.” This unpredictability creates even larger headaches for 
executives and employees across the ski industry. Unpredictable winters prevent ski area operators from know-
ing when their next big storm will be – this unpredictability can cause a disparity in season length from year to 
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year. “While we still get close to the same annual snowfall, we might not be able to rely on heavy snows around 
Thanksgiving and Christmas the way we once did. Also, the last time we stayed open until July 4th (the 10-11 
season, my first year working at the mountain) we followed that year up with one of our shortest in 11-12, clos-
ing with little notice on May 9. A month short of our expected early June closing.” Without a guaranteed season 
length, guaranteed income is more elusive. 

	 While these erratic weather patterns cause headaches, snowmaking has been a band-aid solution for 
many resorts around the country. A-Basin covers 8% of their skiable terrain with snowmaking, and other resorts 
in Summit County rely on snowmaking on about 20% of their Breckenridge, the morning after its first snow 
of the season. A snow gun at Breckenridge helps prep for a long season. For resorts in Colorado, snowmaking 
provides a solid base, allowing for earlier opening days and elongated seasons. 

	 One would think that snowmaking could be a feasible, comprehensive solution to low snowfall. After 
all, resorts in the Midwest rely on snowmaking for up to 98% of their skiable terrain. If natural snow becomes 
even less reliable, why not just cover an entire mountain in snow guns? 

	 Well, it’s not that simple, Nathan explains. “Snowmaking helps us get a few runs open early in the 
season, and also helps to keep snow compacted and available to ski on late into the spring on those same runs 
and key areas of our mountain – which of course helps. Fortunately/ unfortunately, skiers and riders, especially 
in Colorado, have much higher standards when it comes to the conditions they want to ski… that I don’t think 
relying solely on snowmaking would get us very far in the long run.” Colorado is known for it’s deep powder 
and smooth groomers - manmade snow can have an icy, stickier feeling. 

	 It’s obvious that something needs to be done to prevent major damage to the Colorado ski industry and 
economy. Despite a seemingly less severe potential impact on higher elevation resorts, mountains like A-Basin 
aren’t out of the woods yet. A frequently forgotten important element of the ski industry is skier development 
– something that stands to take an even bigger hit from climate change. “Very few skiers and riders start their 
lifelong pastime at a major ski area in the Rockies,” says Nathan. “Most start at these smaller local hills. We 
fear that climate change will severely impact these small ‘feeder’ areas and will eat into our broader skier and 
rider customer base.” This fear is echoed by Auden Schendler, an executive at Aspen Skiing Company, in an 
interview with Seth Boster of the Colorado Springs Gazette. “So, we see [climate change] as a clear and pres-
ent danger to our business in the short term. Higher resorts like ours are gonna do better, but that’s no solace,” 
Schendler says. 

	 However, people like Auden and Mike are taking these fears and turning them into action. Arapahoe 
Basin has received credit for their actions to promote a more sustainable message. “A-Basin feels that while it’s 
important for us to promote climate legislation, which we do very loudly and frequently, as well as pursue high-
ly impactful greenhouse gas reduction projects, which we’ve also done well, it is equally, if not more, important 
for us to use our position to shift peoples’ behaviors to be more environmentally conscious,” says Nathan. A-Ba-
sin has been active on social media about their sustainable ideology, with their “Sustainability Sunday” series on 
YouTube outlining their actions and advice on keeping a sustainable mindset. 

	 Other resorts and corporations, such as Vail Resorts, are making their own efforts. Vail is committing to 
net zero carbon emissions by 2030; Aspen is hoping to be at least 70% reliant on renewable energy by the same 
year. Along with this, Vail and Colorado Ski Country (and many other smaller organizations) have vocally sup-
ported and lobbied for legislation to fight climate change—for example, House Bill 1261. Bill 1261 passed in 
Colorado in 2019, with an aim to reduce statewide pollution from greenhouse gasses. These pieces of legislation 
are also being supported by organizations like Protect Our Winters. Founded in 2007 by Jeremy Jones, a profes-
sional snowboarder, the organization is working to de-politicize the discussion around climate change.



19

	 Overall, climate change is a complex issue. Everyone knows and agrees that it likely won’t be solved 
easily—it will take action on multiple different levels, from companies and organizations across Colorado and 
around the country. But with positive strides being taken by resorts like Arapahoe Basin, the skiing world has 
years of good skiing to look forward to. 
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LILY SERGI
'HFULPLQDOL]DWLRQ�&DQ�2QO\�%HQH¿W�6H[�:RUNHUV��$QWL�3URVWLWXWLRQ�/DZV�$UH�8QVXVWDLQDEOH�DQG�:DVKHG�
Up—It’s Time to Make Some Changes
�VW�<HDU�6KRUWIRUP��QG�3ODFH

Emily Kask

Drug addicts. Crackheads. Whores. Sluts. 

	 These may be the phrases that run through your head when you think of a sex worker. However, sex 
work is a lot less black and white. Sex work can be used as a form of sexual liberation for some, a means of 
survival for others. Now, with modern technology, sex work takes many different forms. Cam girls, porn, sex 
hotlines; sex work now transcends traditional ideas of prostitution. Regardless of the circumstances, it is inevi-
table. According to the Yale Law Review, sex work has existed since the very beginning of modern civilization 
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underground nature of their occupation. They cannot advocate for themselves due to fear of persecution. Be-
cause of this, we as a country need to protect these populations and respect the choices that they make. This is 
best done by the decriminalization of sex work; the removal of laws that penalize sex work. 

	 The decriminalization of sex work may seem like an extreme take, but it has proven itself to be the solu-
tion that benefits sex workers the most. Countries such as New Zealand, Australia and Canada have all estab-
lished decriminalization in their countries.

	 The benefits of decriminalization have been seen across the board, but one significant benefit is its effect 
it has on health. According to a 2015 study published by the Lancet, a female sex-worker working anywhere in 
the world is 13.5 times more likely to contract HIV than women in the normal population. In many countries, 
carrying condoms can be used as evidence for soliciting prostitution. Therefore, many sex workers avoid car-
rying protection in order to avoid prosecution, which means that many sex workers are having unprotected sex. 
Decriminalization would prevent this, as sex workers would not have to be concerned about being arrested, 
allowing them to carry as much protection and demand their partners to do so to without fear. A study published 
by the Lancet shows that the decriminalization of sex work would reduce the number of general HIV infections 
by 33% to 46% in the next decade. Not only would decriminalization of sex work affect sex worker health, but 
overall public health as well. 

	 Decriminalization has also been shown to reduce violence in sex-worker populations. Sex workers are 
disproportionally affected by violence. According to a study published in Reproductive Health Matters, 36.3% 
of female sex workers reported experiencing violence related to their job. Some of this violence is even per-
petrated by police. According to the same study by Reproductive Health Matters, 7.9% of female sex workers 
experienced sexual assault and physical violence from police. This is not only harmful to their physical health, 
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DANIEL GRIFFITH
No Minced Words
1st-Year Shortform Honorable Mention
	 In September of 2019, the Senate Climate Task Force, a congressional forum dedicated to raising aware
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MYA LILLIEMOEN
Opportunity
0XOWLPRGDO��VW�3ODFH
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<81�3,1*�<$1*
3HUFHSWLRQ�RI�DQ�$FFHQW�:KHQ�6SHDNLQJ�$QRWKHU�/DQJXDJH
0XOWLOLQJXDO�:ULWLQJ��VW�3ODFH

Introduction

	 Because of the mother language, it is very difficult for a non-native speaker to correctly pronounce the 
characters of a new language if they have not studied it since they were little. The phonemes that the mother 
language has will limit our ability to use different places of articulation. That is, for a Chinese speaker, it is hard 
to pronounce the /th/ sound in the word “there” since there is no interdental sound in Chinese characters. More-
over, by looking at the experiment that Lindemann (2002) did to test how native speakers in the United States 
interact with a non-native speaker, we can see native speakers tend to not believe in what non-native speakers 
say, and native speakers often think non-native speakers do not even know what they are saying, which most 
people do not realize. This is important because we have to communicate with people every day. As a non-na-
tive speaker in the United States, I am likely to have miscommunication with other native speakers. If native 
speakers do not understand this phenomenon, they often ignore what an accent can bring to us, and not be 
willing to communicate. This also leads to the other issue, belonging in the United States. I argue that the accent 
is one of the main reasons why people often hang out with people who speak the same language. Therefore, in 
this paper, I am going to address how an accent is formed from a linguistics perspective, and what accent brings 
to us, how it influences the interactions between a native speaker and a non-native speaker, from a sociology 
perspective.

Literature Review

	 Before writing the paper, I found an interesting paper that talks about the undergraduates’ perceptions of 
non-native English in the United States. In the last essay (More than studying with a different language), I ar--
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Figure 4

Would you pronounce the /t/ sound in “mountain”?

Figure 5

Would you pronounce the /t/ sound in “flatten”?

Figure 6

Would you pronounce the /t/ sound in “fountain”?
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Figure 7

Where is your tongue when you pronounce the /th/ sound?
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KATHRYN ADAMS
From Housewives to Activists: How Silent Spring Helped Mothers Find Their Voice
8SSHU�'LYLVLRQ�$UWV�DQG�6FLHQFHV��VW�3ODFH

	 When Silent Spring was published in 1962, the world was a very different place for women than it is 
today. In 1960, over half of all women aged 18-64 had young children at home, and nearly all of those women 
were married. In the current era, only 34% of women aged 18-64 have young children at home, and only 7 in 10 
of these women are married (Caumont & Wang, 2014). In the 1950s and 60s women controlled their children, 
the household, and their husbands, yet they were often overlooked by society and treated as people that had no 
real power to make any sort of meaningful societal change. Carson recognized the power in the traditional role 
women held in the mid 20th-century as mothers and housewives and wrote with their concerns in mind in Silent 
Spring. Carson appeals to mothers in Silent Spring by utilizing three key strategies- providing anecdotes about 
the harm that insecticides have on children, discussing the pervasiveness of pesticides in everyday suburban life, 
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may easily present a combination of organic phosphate insecticides” (1962, p. 32), she indicates to mothers that 
the food they serve their children might be coated in harmful insecticides. In the mid-20th century, it was over-
whelmingly mothers who bought the food at the grocery store and prepared it for the family. Women were not 
only the ones most likely to feel responsible for ensuring that the food on the table was not coated in poison; 
they were also the ones the most able to change grocery buying habits to ensure that food items were pesticide 
free. Carson also gives a nod to the link between pesticides and gardening, a common activity for a housewife 
and mother: “Gardening is now firmly linked with the super poisons. Every hardware store, garden supply 
shop, and supermarket has rows of insecticides for every conceivable horticultural situation” (1962, p. 176). This 
would almost certainly have been alarming to mothers, since every time they sprayed her gardens with weed 
killer they were being exposed to harmful chemicals. Even worse, every time their kids played in the backyard, 
they were rolling around in grass coated in poison. Carson’s strategies situate the issue of insecticides much 
closer to home for a mid-20th century mother and housewife.

	 Another important aspect of the rhetorical situation that made mothers of the time especially ready to 
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SABRINA RUIZ
Something Broken
8SSHU�'LYLVLRQ�$UWV�DQG�6FLHQFHV��QG�3ODFH

	 Almost every little girl goes through a stage in their childhood where all they want is a pony and every-
thing revolves around horses (and sparkly glitter unicorns, obviously). My “horsey phase” began when I was 
around five or six years old. The thing is, that it was never just a phase, but rather a budding passion that grew 
stronger and stronger as I got older. I used to live near some highly renowned riding stables where a lot of pro-
fessional and prestigious riding instructors would train Olympic level horses and riders. I was fortunate enough 
to have very supportive parents who enrolled me in lessons after seeing me sneak over to catch the smallest 
glimpses of the stable hands shampooing the animal’s coats to silky, shimmering perfection. 

	 As I grew up, both as a person and as a rider, this environment pushed me towards an exceedingly ambi-
tious path of competing in various events and shows. As a younger girl, I enjoyed the thrill of the competitions 
and the ambitious, cutthroat setting. For me, it was all about the tailored breaches and the freshly pressed blaz-
ers, the matching-colored bows tied to the bottom of every girl’s hair-sprayed braid, and the perfectly groomed 
and well behaved horses. As time moved forward and I gained some valuable life experience, I began to no-
tice a darker side to the equine industry that I had never seen before. I was especially concerned about certain 
“sketchy” methods and processes that I became aware of in relation to training a “green” horse. Green is the 
term used for a young, untrained, inexperienced, or “tender-footed” horse. I began to notice how harsh the bits 
that were put in the horse’s mouth were, I began to realize how much financial corruption was behind the shows, 
and the exploitation of the students and the horses. I even heard one of the instructors from another barn talk 
about the severe chemicals that were rubbed into the animal’s coats in order to achieve the maximum physical 
aesthetic for the judges.

Now, I would like to preface this story a little by mentioning that I consider myself to be a very sensitive 
person and I am often faced with challenges in life where I struggle to not be so affected by certain situations. 
Especially when it comes to animals or other people, I feel like my sense of compassion and empathy is hyper-
active and has potential of upsetting or overwhelming me. This may be a reason why I am vegan, why I find 
peace in fictional and fantastical stories, and why the following situation may have had such a large impact on 
my life. It moved me so deeply that even looking back on everything now makes me shiver with repugnance.

Traditionally, going all the way back to western cowboy times, when a horse is trained or taught to be 
rideable, a very typical method is used called “breaking” the horse. The first thing that pops into my mind when 
I think of “something broken” as a loose description of something, is the process of breaking a horse and the 
first time I witnessed it myself. When I was around thirteen years old, the barn manager at my stables hired an 
old-school, hot-shot cowboy to break in a new two-year-old horse. He invited my friends and I, who had just 
finished riding in the cross-country course, to come watch as he did his first session with the little gelding. As 
we gathered around the dusty arena, he smirked nastily and told us that the first day was the most important day 
because it was when you would “break him and his spirit, and take it all away.’’ He confidently told us that it 
would all “be ok” because he would be the one that would give the horse back his freedom and regain his trust 
afterwards. I became skeptical and uneasy as soon as they brought in the young horse because he realized that 
I had seen him sitting alone in the farthest pasture, stranded for a few days since his arrival. The cowboy, let’s 
call him Hank for the sake of the story, told us that the gelding was less likely to fight him too much during the 
process because he hadn’t been getting any water or grain for the past few days. He went on to say that he need-
ed to “teach the animal some manners by showing him who was boss” as he slipped on a halter tied to a long 
rope onto the adolescent horse’s delicate and smooth face. Hank forcefully yanked down his head and quickly 
wrapped the rope around his front legs, causing him to kneel down to the ground and flail in attempts to get up. 
Hank took the opportunity to finish constricting the rest of the horse’s legs and tightening the rope taut, until he 
was in a compressed ball on the ground. This horrifying image was so gripping that has been burned into the 
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back of my mind forever. Always seeing horses as the most majestic and beautiful gentle giants that stand tall 
and muscular in comparison to this writhing, helpless being on the ground is a visual that I think I will carry for 
the rest of my life.

I watched them in the arena, Hank blabbering on about bomb-proofing the horse while rubbing a large 
tarp on top of him. To me, this whole thing was preposterous and could be easily seen as abuse and torture. 
Bombproofing is what people in the horse world use in reference to desensitizing your horse to external stimuli 
in their environment that would otherwise be scary to them. In order to produce a trustworthy and reliable horse, 
it makes sense to get horses comfortable around a variety of different objects and sensations early on in their 
training. The young horse cried out in despair and anxiety as Hank sprayed him with the hose, basically water-
logging him. He jerked and wiggled on the ground in attempts to stand up, but every time he would roll onto his 
knees, Hank would violently thrust his dirty boot into the horse’s neck and press him into the sand. Eventually, 
a very exhausted and defeated little gelding stood up and let Hank put on a saddle on him and ride him around 
the arena without putting up much of a fight. I was in complete and utter astonishment that a person, especially 
one who claimed to “love horses and animals” could treat one in that violent and detrimental manner. Frankly, 
I not only found it hypocritical of him to start off his presentation by saying that, but I also found it disgusting. 
I ended up leaving that barn shortly after having witnessed this event, along with other reasons that affected 
my decision. I took a short break from riding and focused on school and playing sports but realized that my life 
didn’t feel fulfilled or as happy as when I was in contact with horses. It was almost as if a small part of my heart 
had been chipped off and lost somewhere in the past. 

 	 Being a person who believes that everything happens for a reason, I believe that finding my current 
trainer, Deidre, was somewhat a work of fate. She has sort of been in my life since I was fairly young. She 
first became friends with my mom because both their sons played on the same YMCA basketball team. I later 
found out that she had also been a part of the community at the barn that I was a part of for such a long time 
and unknowingly, we had been at the same place at the same time without realizing it. Sometime later, as I was 
looking for another barn to ride at, I found a website with the most beautiful black and white photographs that 
just radiated the most magical energy and it really captivated me. It turns out that she, like me, got a degree in 
the Arts at CU Boulder and is a talented visual artist. She shares a lot of beliefs and values with me such as the 
respect for human rights across the globe, political views, taste in movies, and many more things. But above all, 
one of the reasons I believe as to why we clicked so profoundly is our sensitive and compassionate heart and 
love for animals. She is a brave and strong empowering woman that I have grown to admire and adore. 

Along with being an artist and a great person, Deidre is also a certified therapeutic riding instructor 
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took place, she had one of her horses just roaming around the area, munching on some hay, and pacing around 
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I could be a leader and get to my goal by being firm without being aggressive, by showing her that it was all 
going to be ok, but her attitude or lack of trust towards me was unacceptable. Horses, much like humans, some-
times have days where they feel off, sassy, or perhaps just lethargic. When training a horse (or when building 
any relationship at all), it is important to listen to the needs of the other side of the equation.

Goose overcame her fears and during the process, I learned many important things about myself. We 
created a bond between us that was so strong that it mended any sort of damage that we had in us as individuals. 
I taught her and helped her develop into a rideable and brave horse. I showed her trustworthiness and leader-
ship and in contrast, she filled in the void I had without horses in my life. She taught me the important lesson of 
patience and consistency. We became a very powerful team and ended up competing in a few shows.
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Abstract

	 A large number of alcohol brands have used the COVID-19 pandemic as a business opportunity. The ad-
vertising industry has devised new marketing and branding tactics to further the consumption of alcohol during 
this public health crisis. In addition, these brands have been continually pushing out their advertising to con-
sumers and if they haven’t, it has been due to fiscal concerns. Advertising plays a large role in our society’s con-
sumption habits and the majority of these brands have ignored the consequences that their products can cause 
during a time of unprecedented uncertainty. Major public health organizations and officials have recommended 
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ulators are avoiding to amend this issue. This situation harkens back to the advertising regulation of cigarettes 
once they realized that they were detrimental to public health. I believe if regulators were able to enact laws 
prohibiting some advertising of tobacco products, then it would only make sense to do the same temporarily for 
alcohol during the COVID-19 pandemic or least require messaging to follow public health recommendations 
and reduce the frequency of these advertisements. 

	 Messaging, communication, and branding of alcoholic beverages need to follow public health recom-
mendations. They must not infer that alcohol should be used as a vice to cope, survive, or feel better (FARE, 
2020). Brands need to be transparent during this time, creating a warning of the use of alcohol; it compromises 
the body’s immune system which could lead to poor health and the ability to contract the coronavirus or further 
the negative effects once contracted (WHO, 2020; Saengow, 2020). Being transparent would omit the messag-
ing where brands are encouraging people to drink during the COVID-19 pandemic. Further, advertisers need to 
emphasize mental and physical health concerns of consuming alcohol during a global pandemic (see Figure 1). 
The sheer frequency of these advertisements is detrimental to the public health of our nation. Society is being 
constantly bombarded by alcohol advertisements during this pandemic and these brands are not letting up. I 
want to emphasize that I do not believe that the sale, production, or distribution of alcohol should be regulat-
ed or limited. Many people are dependent on alcohol, which could put additional pressure on the health care 
system due to withdrawals (Stockwell, 2020). Alcohol dependency explains why liquor stores were considered 
essential businesses during Colorado’s Stay-at-Home order. Our nation’s history also shows the problems that 
can occur when the government attempts to prohibit the manufacture, sale, and transport of alcoholic beverages. 
This is why a simple and temporary regulation of the advertising of alcohol is warranted to ensure the public 
health of our nation, helping us get through the COVID-19 pandemic. 

	 Reuter (2020) cites the World Health Organization’s explanation that a complete ban of advertising is 
one of the five most effective policy interventions to curb alcohol use during this time (par. 2). We know that 
banning or regulating alcohol advertisements are effective, so action must be taken. Lastly, it is important to 
note that some of these alcohol brands have been shifting their efforts to aid our society during the pandemic. 
Hefler (2020) has noted some alcohol companies have aided in the manufacturing of hand sanitizer because of 
its shortage. This shows that alcohol brands have the ability to assess public health needs and adjust their re-
sources. However, in the entirety of the alcohol corporations’ pursuit of market share over public wellbeing, we 
certainly see that they have not adapted for the better. Alcohol advertising continues to be promoted through a 
variety of mediums in 2020, which predominately neglects to recognize the global pandemic. As the alcohol 
corporations dismiss public health needs – physical and mental – of citizens, it is the role of institutions, like 
the FTC to regulate advertisements of these products. It is inevitable the country will enter a second wave 
of infections, as it is inevitable for these alcohol companies to continue to be unregulated; legal precedent is 
necessary.
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Land Manager Data Analysis

To inform the creation and analysis of our survey we decided to analyze data from local land managers to exam-
ine how recreation usage has changed in 2020. We reached out to six Front Range land management organiza-
tions/agencies: Boulder County Open Space, City of Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks, Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife, Jefferson County Open Space, Rocky Mountain National Park, and the US Forest Service Boulder 
District. We asked each agency whether they kept data on climbing, trail usage, or visitation and whether they 
were willing to share it with us, looking specifically for 2020 data and 2019/recent past data to use as a baseline 
metric. We heard back from Boulder County Open Space, City of Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks, 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, and Rocky 

and the 
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The City of Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks provided an overview of their Long-term Visitation Mon-
itoring Program. The program implemented two batches of trail usage monitoring, one in 2017 and the start of 
2020. The 2017 data collection was from 70 TRAFx model trail counters to monitor the number of visitors to 
various trailheads. The 2020 data collection switched to Eco-Counter model trail counters. The trail counters 
were installed and calibrated starting April 2019 and were fully operational as of January 1st, 2020. The fol-
lowing data shows the usage each month for selected trailheads in 2017 and 2020 (Figure 2). Only trailheads 
accessing climbing locations are shown below. While this information is not strictly counting climbers it shows 
general trail usage and outdoor activity and highlights the need to maintain these resources.

Examining the March-May period, when COVID-19 guidelines were in effect we see similar or higher visita-
tion across months and areas in 2020 and 2017, with the exception of Chautauqua Park (Figure 2). It is impos-
sible however to discern from this data whether increasing numbers are due to COVID-19, a long-term trend 
toward increasing outdoor recreation, or seasonal weather conditions (Colorado SCORP et. al, 2019, p 20-25). 
Notably, visitation at Chautauqua Park in March and April was lower in 2020 than in 2017. This could be due to 
unseasonably warm temperatures in March and April 2017, the average temperature for March 2017 was 7.4ºF 
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Notably, the Streamside Trail, which is most used by climbers as access to Wind Tower, Whale’s Tail, West 
Ridge, and the Red Garden wall areas saw dramatically decreased visitation in 2020 compared to 2019 (Figure 
3.2). This may indicate that while COVID-19 had little impact on the frequency of hiker visitation in Eldorado 
canyon state park, climber visitation decreased during the COVID-19 period.

)LJXUH�����Visitation at all Locations in Eldorado SP

Figure 3.1 
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sideration (Table 2). Besides offcial guidelines personal research and discussion with family and friends were 
the most common ways respondents decided where to climb. These tables provide valuable information about 
how climbers have been making decisions about where to climb.

Table 2 Information Sources Impacting the Decision to climb

Table 2 Table showing what information survey participants used to determine where it is acceptable to climb 
during COVID-19. Most people use offcial state and local guidelines in their decision making process.

The clearest overall impact of COVID-19 was on the frequency with which people climbed during various time 
periods. Pretty much all respondents said they climbed once between march and october 2019, which is expect-
ed since we surveyed climbers specifically, but the numbers were markedly lower for 2020 (Figure 6.a). Wheth-
er respondents also appears to be tied to the time period and could be associated with the strictness of state 
and local guidelines at that time period. Climbing was lowest in March-April 2020 during Colorado’s “Stay at 
Home” guidelines when only 51% of respondents said they went climbing (Figure 6.b). After this. The percent 
of people climbing crept back up with 59% of respondents climbing in May during Colorado’s “Safer at Home” 
period (Figure 6.c). By the June-November period when Colorado was under “Safer at Home and in the Vast 
Great Outdoors” guidelines 95% of respondents said they had gone climbing (Figure 6.d).

Figure 6 Climbing Frequency During Various Time Periods

In answer to “I usually climb at least once during a typical, non-COVID-19 March-October season”



57

)LJXUH���D�In our sample size, nearly all participants climbed in a typical season. This shows that we surveyed 
primarily active members of the climbing community.

)LJXUH���E�This graph shows the drastic change due to COVID-19. It shows that nearly half of the participants 
didn’t climb at all during this two month period in which they likely would be climbing. This time period corre-
sponds roughly to both Boulder County’s and the state of Colorado’s “Stay at Home” guidelines.

)LJXUH���G�Here you can see that during the state of Colorado’s more lax “Safer at Home” guideline period 
more people were climbing. This, however, could be the result of multiple factors. After two months of “Stay at 
Home,” people may have become fatigued to the risk of climbing. Additionally, the weather was nicer.

)LJXUH���F�Since June and the beginning of the state of Colorado’s “Safer at Home and in the Vast Great Out-
doors” guideline period nearly all survey participants have begun climbing again despite the ongoing presence 
of COVID-19.
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Figure 8 Graph of the frequency of outdoor climbing during certain time periods in 2020 compared to the nor-
mal climbing season in 2019.
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Figure 10 Graph of the frequency of indoor climbing during certain time periods in 2020 compared to the nor-
mal climbing season in 2019.

In our survey about 10% of respondents identified as gym climbers specifically, however 80% said they had 
gym memberships for some part of 2019 or 2020. Glimbers who either identified as gym climbers or had gym 
memberships showed the same trends in time and location as those who did not. Self identified gym climbers 
did not climb outdoors more frequently than those who did not identify as gym climbers.

Figure 11 Gym membership in 2019 and 2020

Figure 11 Percentage of survey participants with gym memberships in 2019/2020.

Free Responses

We had 39 comments from the open-response section of our survey. The full list of comments can be found in 
the “Open Response Comments” tab in the survey data spreadsheet. Most of them focused on the fact that they 
found other outlets in the outdoors to express themselves and be in nature, in a manner that was safe and more 
inclined to the regulations that were expressed in the regulations that were put forth. A couple of people ana-
lyzed the situation at the crag that they normally went to, like how many people were there, this is simply due 
to the times and increased awareness of their surroundings. A couple of people cited not just COVID-19 as the 
main reason that they didn’t go to their main crag, rather the forest fires in the area. It was also evident in this 
section that people went to further away places in order to get away from the crowds in the Front Range, com-
bined with having more free time due to COVID-19.

Data Analysis Notes

Because each person submitted multiple responses, one for each location the raw data are not independent, and 
therefore must be analyzed using more advanced statistical models. Our group does not have the expertise to 
statistically analyze this data for significant effects, but we can provide some advice on analysis that may be 
useful to someone analyzing this data in the future.

Accurate statistical analysis of this data would need to include Respondent as a fixed effect to satisfy the in-
dependence assumption of most statistical tests. The response variable in this dataset is an ordered categorical 
variable, Frequency, with five levels indicating the frequency with which respondents climbed. We recommend 
using a linear mixed model to Tm
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TAKEAWAYS

From the results of the survey, it is clear that climbing has, without a doubt, been impacted by COVID-19. Be-
tween March and May of 2020, climbing has been significantly down across all climbing locations in the Front 
Range. This period was also the time when city and state ordinances, orders, and mandates were the most strict. 
Ultimately this suggests that climbers were following the guidelines regarding closures and acceptable activi-
ties. According to the data, climbing started to rebound during June through October in accordance with outdoor 
activities becoming more acceptable by both Boulder County and the State of Colorado. That being said, climb-
ing does still seem to be at lower levels than in 2019 even after the rebound seen in the later summer months. As 
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)LJXUH������Graph showing the frequency of visitation at Boulder Canyon during certain time periods in 2020 
compared to the normal climbing season in 2019.

)LJXUH������Graph showing the frequency of visitation at Clear Creek during certain time periods in 2020 com-
pared to the normal climbing season in 2019.

)LJXUH������Graph showing the frequency of visitation at Eldorado SP during certain time periods in 2020 com-
pared to the normal climbing season in 2019.
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)LJXUH������Graph showing the frequency of visitation at Eldorado SP during certain time periods in 2020 com-
pared to the normal climbing season in 2019.

)LJXUH������Graph showing the frequency of visitation at the Flatirons during certain time periods in 2020 com-
pared to the normal climbing season in 2019.

)LJXUH������Graph showing the frequency of visitation at Indian Peaks during certain time periods in 2020 com-
pared to the normal climbing season in 2019.
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)LJXUH������Graph showing the frequency of visitation at Rocky Mountain National Park during certain time 
periods in 2020 compared to the normal climbing season in 2019.

)LJXUH������Graph showing the frequency of visitation at South Platte during certain time periods in 2020 com-
pared to the normal climbing season in 2019.

)LJXUH������Graph showing the frequency of visitation at Staunton SP during certain time periods in 2020 com-
pared to the normal climbing season in 2019.
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Analysis

	 For questions with discrete, numerically expressed responses, the analysis comes down to an observa-
tion of trends. Questions with “short response” sections were analyzed through short interpretative essays with 
respondents quotes when appropriate. The collected data was graphed using LibreOffice where necessary to 
enhance the analysis. Because the client specifically wanted to explore the opinions of respondents aged 18-30, 
it was decided to exclude every other age group from the analysis with the exception of the discussion regarding 
age distribution of the respondents. As such, Figure 1 is the only visual that includes data from all the survey 
respondents. 

Results / Analysis

Demographics, Awareness, and Social Media

	 The project group was able to collect a total of 186 responses from all demographics. Of the 186 people 
who completed the survey, approximately 44% fell well within the target demographic aged 18-30 (Figure 1).

Figure 1: Age distribution of respondents.

	 Upon analyzing the response dates, we noticed that the survey saw an influx of people from older demo-
graphics after the Dumb Friends League sent out the survey link through their channels, whereas the responses 
by younger people were mostly collected through the students’ effort. It follows that the current supporter base 
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Figure 2: Respondent awareness of the Dumb Friends League by the target demographic.

	 It is clear that Social Media use is a possible area of improvement for the Dumb Friends League. Clos-
er analysis reveals that the target demographic of the survey almost universally uses some sort of social media 
(Figure 3). YouTube, Facebook and Instagram appear to dominate preferences of the demographic, far exceed-
ing the remaining competition (Figure 4). Surprisingly, TikTok, which has attracted a lot of attention in recent 
years, sits relatively low within the target demographic’s preferences. It’s important to note that, while it didn’t 
appear to be as relevant as the other options, Snapchat was not included as an option in the survey but was writ-
ten in by a number of people in the free response section.

Figure 3: Social media use by the target demographic.

Figure 4: Types of social media used by the target demographic.
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Inspiring Communication

	 Almost half of the surveyed individuals indicated that their preferred method of communication was 
“Articles / stories on social media.” Note that the “News Coverage” option on the survey clearly indicated 
social media as one of the news sources, yet only 18% of the respondents picked news coverage as the most en-
gaging method of communication (Figure 5). The implication of this discovery is that even though social media 
is almost universally used by the respondents (
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	 One area of interest for the client was whether the target demographic had adopted an animal in the past 
or was planning to adopt an animal in the future. Survey results show that the majority of the surveyed individ-
uals had, in fact, adopted a pet from an animal shelter at some point in their lives (Figure 7). While not specifi-
cally mentioned in the survey, it’s believed that the majority of the respondents likely adopted pets while living 
with their families due to the nature of the targeted age group.

Figure 7: Rate of pet adoption within the target demographic.

	 When prompted to describe their future plans for adopting an animal, the respondents expressed general 
uncertainty. Most of the respondents indicated that they were planning to either adopt within their lifetimes or 
adopt within 2-4 years (Figure 8). Very few respondents were committed to adopting an animal within a year. 
There are two possible explanations for the data:

1. The targeted demographic, consisting primarily of college students, prioritizes their academic performance, 
graduation and job-hunting over pet adoption. Moreover, many students reside on Campus grounds and may not 
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Supporting the Cause

	 In order to study the donation preferences of the target demographic, it was decided to formulate two 
questions which would inquire about how the respondents arrive at the decision to donate and determine what 
factors would further incentivize donations. Survey results have revealed that the most important factor in de-
ciding to donate is an individual’s opinion of the cause (e.g., “I like it”), and not family connections or success-
ful marketing (Figure 9).

Figure 9: How the target demographic decides to donate to a cause.

	 When prompted about incentives, the target demographic provided a peculiar set of responses. Data sug-
gests that younger people don’t really care about tax incentives, “thank you” gifts, or bragging rights. The most 
important factor that stimulates donations among the target audience is personal satisfaction (Figure 10).

Figure 10: Incentives for donation by the target demographic.

	 Analysis of the target demographic’s donation patterns indicates that while younger people care about 
nonprofits’ causes, they typically cannot donate large amounts in regular intervals. More than half of the re-
spondents within the target demographic stated that they typically donate under $25 (Figure 11). Moreover, 
out of the people who indicated donating any amount of money, three quarters said that they donated money at 
random (Figure 12). From this insight, we can conclude that even though the target demographic is, on average, 
financially dependent and therefore unable to donate regularly, they still try to support the causes that they feel 
personally invested in. 

	 We discovered that, when asked about whether donations to support a particular animal or the general 
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	 Finally, it was decided to inquire about whether people supported the causes they cared about in ways 
other than donations. The respondents were to provide a free response, ideally in the form of short stories.

	 Roughly half of the respondents indicated volunteering as their way of supporting their favorite causes. 

“I donate more than anything. My schedule is usually obscenely full during the school year and then I’m trying 
to make money during the summer.”

“I would love to volunteer with you all but haven’t had the opportunity yet”

Some of the respondents from the target demographic indicated that they were too busy with their schoolwork 
to spend time on volunteering. One quarter of the respondents indicated that they did not support causes in ways 
other than donating or refused to provide an answer.

Recommendations

	 As seen in Figure 2, most of the responses indicate that the people that had heard about the Dumb 
Friends League found out about it through word of mouth, as opposed to advertisement or social media. This 
result indicates that the current offline and online presence of the DFL does not cater to the target demographic. 
From Figure 3, it’s clear that most people within the target demographic do, in fact, use some form of social 
media, with YouTube, Facebook and Instagram being their portals of choice. As such, one of the first recom-
mendations we would make is for the client to increase their efforts to reach out to the demographic aged 18-30. 
We believe that this could be done by establishing or increasing their presence on those social media outlets and 
growing their social media following by prioritizing the publishing of success stories.

	 Based on that line of thinking, our second recommendation is to refrain from using sad need-based 
stories as a means for communicating their message, despite “Help/need stories” being chosen by 38 of the re-
spondents. This is because need-based stories, in general, tend to focus on specific animals and their difficulties 
or needs, but, as can be seen in Figure 13, the majority of respondents prefer to support the cause rather than 
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d.	 31 - 35

e.	 36 - 40

f.	 41 - 45

g.	 46 - 50

h.	 Over 50

2.	 Have you ever heard of the Dumb Friends League animal shelter / humane society? If so, how did you 
learn about it?

a.	 I haven’t heard of DFL

b.	 Social Media

c.	 Word of mouth

d.	 Advertisement

e.	 Other [Specify; free response question]

3.	 What social media do you use? 

[multiple choice / select all that apply]

a.	 Facebook

b.	 Twitter

c.	 Instagram

d.	 YouTube

e.	 TikTok

f.	 Other [Specify; free response question]

4.	 What methods of communication do you find most engaging?

[select only one]

a.	 Articles / stories on social media

b.	 News coverage - TV, papers, other news outlets (including their social channels)

c.	 Video / commercials

d.	 Phone calls and text messaging (SMS)

5.	 What kind of advertisements are most likely to inspire you to take action?

[multiple choice / select all that apply]

a.	 Success stories - how contributions have helped animals / the cause
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b.	 Help / need stories - showcasing animals who are in need of help

c.	 General awareness of the Dumb Friends League

dral awareness of the Dumb Friends League
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c.	 $11 - $25

d.	 $26 - $50

e.	 $51 - $100

f.	 $101 - $500

g.	 Over $500

[If the respondent indicates that they donate in Question 10, go to Question 11. Otherwise skip to Question 12.]

11.	If you do donate, how frequently?

a.	 Monthly

b.	 Annually

c.	 Randomly

12.	Do you support causes in ways other than donations, such as volunteering? Please explain. [Specify; free 
response question]

13.	Would you rather sponsor a particular animal from a shelter, or donate to the general cause?

a.	 Animal

b.	 General cause

14.	Would you be willing to receive emails from DFL animal shelter/humane society?

a.	 Yes

b.	 No

[If the respondent picks “Yes” in Question 14, go to Question 15. Otherwise skip Question 15.]

15.	Please enter your email to receive more information about Dumb Friends League. [Specify; free re-
sponse question]

[End of the survey.]
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discrimination, specifically in regard to monolingualism in the United States. This paper demonstrates the ex-
tensive research in which I am academically approaching a topic in a persuasive manner. 

On the other hand, creative nonfiction has opened up a world of expression that is addictive to me. I spent much 
of my prerequisites for this certificate enrolled in courses where I was able to submit various publications of 
creative nonfiction. This work, “Things I’ve Lost”, was written for my EDUC 4131 course. In portraying a 
reflection on the progression of life, I find relatability and that is what I attempted to portray in this work. We 
all have moments such as these, naïve moments of importance that progress into deep philosophical thoughts 
on a certain topic. I prefer creative nonfiction writing, the expression and relatability of personal experience is 
something that I will forever pursue and treasure from other writers in the field.  

In general, my writing style is very artistic, and I struggled greatly as a Journalism major my sophomore and 
junior year of college. I would submit my article to the CU-Independent
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Home 

Welcome to my portfolio! I’m excited to share a bit about my progression as a writer at CU, and I’m glad to 
finally have some of my favorite projects all in one place. I hope you enjoy
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The Engaged Writer

After writing my essay on urban density, I found my love for cities rekindled. Like I mentioned in that paper, 
cities are where many of us are born, raised, and live out the entirety of our lives. But despite this, the planning 
and development of cities can feel entirely out of our control. It’s why so many cities fall prey to the same mis-
takes. In my WRTG 3040 class, we were tasked with writing an Op-Ed on an issue we care about, so I figured I 
would use that rekindled interest of cities to make an argument about the development of Boulder.

An Op-Ed is a tricky document. They oftentimes have a very strict word limit (750 words in this case), which 
means that all arguments have to be incredibly concise. It’s certainly not easy building an effective argument 
in that short of space. And while I’ve always considered my writing to be fairly succinct, I still struggled with 
constructing proper context and argumentation in the Op-Ed. My original draft came out at nearly a thousand 
words, and as I read it over, I didn’t think it would be possible to cut down to 750. But I had to try. Over the 
course of multiple drafts, I whittled away at the word count. I scrapped whole paragraphs and re-wrote them. 
Long wordy sentences got cut down to their sharpest versions. Any and all fluff was deleted. And eventually, the 
bloated essay found its 750-word form – a leaner version of the original with a surprisingly stronger argument. 

The Op-Ed was an exercise in sacrifice. In order to achieve the best possible product – in the case of the Op-Ed, 
an article that has wit and snap delivered in a bite-size portion – I had to forego all the material that was eventu-
ally deemed unnecessary. It was challenging because many of those sentences added to the rhythm and flow of 
the essay, and sometimes I just liked how they sounded. By cutting them, it forced me to find that same rhythm 
and flow when creating my argument and outlining evidence. I had to make the argument itself sound beautiful. 
It definitely wasn’t easy, but it’s a process that I’m sure I’ll use again in the future. 

The Deep Dive

This was tough. I have a lot of projects that are near and dear to my heart, and I had some trouble picking just 
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DEEDEE NGUYEN
The Road Ahead
�VW�<HDU�&1)��VW�3ODFH

	 My parents always told my brothers and me that we were their American dream. As refugees from the 
Vietnam War, they immigrated to the United States to ensure that we would never experience the hardships that 
they did. They did everything in their power to provide us with opportunities to succeed. All they asked for in 
return was for us to make them proud. Like all stereotypical Asian parents, they wanted us to do so by study-
ing hard and becoming doctors. To them, this was the ultimate American dream. As the only girl in my family, 
I faced the highest expectations to fulfill this dream. Throughout my childhood, my parents celebrated every 
academic achievement. However, with every accomplishment, the expectations grew higher. What my parents 
didn’t realize was that, in my desperate attempts to make them proud, I sacrificed my sleep, my social life, and, 
most importantly, my mental health. 

	 I knew that I was depressed since I was 15. I suffered in silence for two years before I finally gathered 
the courage to tell my parents. I remember sitting at the dinner table with my head hanging down, unable to 
make eye contact with my parents. All I could focus on were my split ends. I picked at them relentlessly, pulling 
the broken ends apart to distract myself.

	 My dad scoffed, “What could you possibly be depressed about? When Communists took over Vietnam, 
I fled to Thailand by boat. I left my home and my family behind. We sailed for a week without food or water 
before we reached a refugee camp. I watched people die around me. My family didn’t even know if I was still 
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	 Before quarantine, I was able to avoid facing my depression by focusing on the millions of other daily 
tasks I had. When dark thoughts creeped into my mind, I simply volunteered more, worked harder, or made 
plans with friends. I eagerly took any opportunity to occupy my mind and exhaust my body. Without realizing 
it, I became dependent on the stress of daily life and the people around me to ignore my mental health. Howev-
er, quarantine eliminated all my existing coping mechanisms. Work was put on hold. Social gatherings were out 
of the question. When summer break came, I didn’t even have schoolwork to immerse myself in. For the first 
time in years, every defense I had against depression was obliterated by COVID. Left completely alone with my 
thoughts, I felt as if I was drowning in my own mind. It seemed like things would never get better. We still don’t 
know when all this will end. However, human nature drives us to live. In unprecedented times, we find new 
ways to cope. 

	 Two months into quarantine, I moved back home. I couldn’t stand to be alone any longer. I feared that 
I might even hurt myself. After months of isolation, I slept in my bed surrounded by the comforting smell of 
home. The next morning, I woke up to the smell of Vietnamese coffee. My mom knocked on my door and asked 
me if I wanted to join everyone for breakfast. As I ate banh mi with my family, I found myself savoring every 
texture and flavor -- the crispy baguette, the sweet pork, and the tangy pickled vegetables. I couldn’t remember 
the last time I had time to eat breakfast with my family. We talked about birthday plans for my youngest brother, 
who was turning 11 in just a few days. It seemed like only yesterday I was still changing his diapers and heat-
ing his milk. My dad cleared his throat and gruffly mumbled, “it’s good to have everyone home and healthy.” 
I didn’t even notice the tears in my eyes until they fell onto my banh mi. No one said another word. We kept eat-
ing, but we all ate in silent agreement. It was nice to have everyone home, and we were so lucky to be healthy. 

	 Because of COVID, normal life was at a complete standstill. For the first time in years, I had a break 
from the constant cycle of work and school. I had time to reconnect with my friends and bond over our shared 
experiences of boredom and loneliness. I had time to sleep. I could wake up feeling at ease, knowing that I had 
no obligations or plans for the day. I could spend time with my family. In doing so, I found beauty in things I 
never appreciated before. I discovered how peaceful it is to hear the sound of birds chirping in the morning. I 
realized how refreshing it is to be outside, breathe in the sweet summer air, and feel the sun’s warmth radiate 
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	 Times of crises can take a toll on mental health, yet they can also offer relief from the daily stresses of 
life. Furthermore, the way we cope and move forward can ultimately invigorate us and give us a newfound ap-
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My stomach turned to a rock and plummeted to my feet. It was like my heart was a lever and he was tugging it, 
sending my internal organs into a jumbled frenzy, buzzing with an energy that flowed over my chest. It burned. I 
felt more alive than I ever had been. I understood. 

	 He was looking at me. In a room full of people cheering for him, he wanted to see my reaction. Mine! 
I admired him. The world gave him a brilliant hand and seeing his eyes flash towards mine beneath the stage 
lights, I could see why. He loved something he could never have, and now I understood that I did too. There is 
something beautiful in that—loving something that you can never have. It’s painful, but a pain you never want 
to go away. 

	 The thing that surprised me the most was that love was an actual physical feeling, an addicting feeling. 
You feel like you’ve just been hit, like you’re falling, like you’re on the verge of death- but you only want more. 
At that moment I knew that I would be chasing this feeling for the rest of my life. 

	 I sat on my bedroom floor, listening to the radio. Demi Lovato’s “Heart Attack” came on. My heart felt 
like it was caving in on itself. There it was again—that feeling. I played the song on repeat, just to feel it over 
and over. The lyrics captured everything so well. No matter how many times I listened, the feeling never fal-
tered, never died. If anything, it just got stronger. 

	 From that point on, I became obsessed with love. I consumed as much as I could. Movies, books, TV 
shows, songs. It was like I had opened a whole new section of my soul. I had been seeing in black and white 
my entire life, and now everything was in vibrant color, and I couldn’t stop looking around. The world felt like 
it was alive. For the first time, I understood that I wasn’t just a character subjected to fate, but rather a dynamic 
human who was as alive as the world itself, experiencing the same emotion that made my parents fall in love, 
that caused Jane Austen to write, that caused Adele to sing those songs. I was no longer on the outside looking 
in on things I didn’t understand. I was enthralled. 

	  The priorities that I once taught myself were skewed. All I wanted was a conventional job, success, and 
money. Maybe I would take a few trips along the way. I would own plenty of clothes, especially pearl jewelry. 
I wanted to learn how to play the saxophone, speak French—goals that I would achieve all on my own. I al-
ways believed that independence was bliss, that the only means of survival were found on my own. On July 7th, 
my whole perspective changed. I realized that there is so much depth to life that I have yet to discover. There 
are spectrums, prisms of thoughts and feelings that I have yet to indulge, and my connection to others is more 
powerful than I could even imagine because I am not alone. Most importantly, I learned that I didn’t want to go 
through it alone, not when people like Luke existed.

	 I never did see Luke again, but that didn’t mean I didn’t think about him. For an entire year, I thought 
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	 My perspective on love has changed a lot since July 7th. I have been hurt a lot through the years. Since 
July 7th, my life has consisted of unrequited crushes, shitty high-school boyfriends, dating app upon dating 
app—but never have I ever doubted what I felt that day. I may have been 12, naive, and full of hormones, but 
that day put everything beautifully in perspective. 

	 Now, I wait. Wait for someone to come along and make me feel like I’m 12 years old once again, for the 
world to come alive before me. 
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TESSA STIGLER
I Used to Love My Grandparents
�VW�<HDU�&1)��UG�3ODFH
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	 I didn’t fully understand what she was saying at the time. This was my first introduction to the idea of 
sexual assault, but I knew what the neighbor did was wrong.

	 That story stuck with me for years after hearing it. As I grew older, I saw what that trauma did to my 
mom, how it haunted her to this day. I watched her withdraw from our relationship, her marriage, family. I 
watched her struggle to look herself in the mirror.

	 When my parents got divorced, I blamed the neighbor. “If he hadn’t touched her, she would’ve been 
happy enough to stay married,” I reasoned to myself. I blamed the neighbor for a lot of things.

	 When I got older, I revisited the topic with her:

“Did you ever tell grandma and grandpa?”

“I told grandma at my graduation, but she told me I was lying.”

My stomach turned.

“She told you you were lying?” I questioned, secretly hoping I misunderstood. My grandmother didn’t 
seem as innocent anymore.

	 The older I got, the more I questioned the story she told me. Who was this neighbor? Why isn’t he in 
jail? Why didn’t my grandparents do anything? I never understood why she wouldn’t go after the guy that ru-
ined her life. I fantasized about confronting him, hurting him, killing him.

	 One night over dinner my mom decided to tell me the truth:

“Remember the story I told you when you were little? Well, it wasn’t the neighbor who touched me. It 
was grandpa.”

I fell silent. I didn’t want to believe it, but my gut knew. I grew more and more silent as she went into detail 
about the abuse. Her words blurred with the background noise of the restaurant:

	 “He was drinking a lot at this time—he didn’t know what he was doing.”

	 “Liar,” I thought. “He knew what he was doing.”

I started to hyperventilate and rushed out of the restaurant to my mom’s car. I sobbed and I screamed. Trying to 
wrap my head around what I had just learned:

	 “I knew it was him,” I mumbled to myself.

My mom returned to the car after giving me some space to process:

“I’m sorry I shouldn’t of told you.”

“No, I needed to know,” I replied.
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“This isn’t your trauma to carry. He didn’t know what he was doing, he doesn’t even remember.”

“He knew,” I thought. “He remembers.”

“I know it’s hard, but I hope you can forgive him.” She pleaded.

“I won’t,” I thought to myself.

	 My world came crumbling down. All the memories at their lake house: boat rides, mini golf, microwave 
pancakes. All tainted by him. The grandfather I once loved turned into a monster. And my grandmother, a com
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,��,PPDQHQFH� the state of being inherent or exclusively existing within something (Merriam-Webster). Fem-
inist philosopher Simone de Beauvoir sees being a woman as operating exclusively within what men have 
defined womanhood as. We are someone’s wife, daughter, sister. We are only women because we are not men. 
And men have created the options of the type of women we can choose to be. Simone would argue that even the 
feminist movement has been defined by men since its creation in response to the society men have created. 

-��-RDQ�-HWW��“Women playing rock ‘n’ roll seems threatening. I guess [it] implies owning your own sexuality, 
and you’re in control of it. I don’t know why that would be threatening” (Joan Jett). Audre Lorde, a contem-
porary feminist, defines the erotic in her work Uses of the Erotic: The Erotic as Power as a tool, a resource. 
Women’s ability to stifle the callings of this resource has long been encouraged and equated to strength for if 
women were to use the resource of the erotic, their truest passions in all aspects of life would be realized and 
their sexual desires would not be satisfied by five minutes of missionary. Women collectively would embrace 
the word slut, flipping the double standard around by having multiple sexual partners. That’s why owing your 
own sexuality is threatening. 

.��.DPDOD�+DUULV��The vice-presidential debate in 2020 was critiqued by Fox News. They said Kamala Harris 
was too mean. In the news segment they didn’t use quotes from the debate to back up this ‘mean’ evaluation: 
They simply showed shots of her face throughout the debate and her reactions to some of Pence’s answers. 
Biden, during the presidential debate, told Trump to “Shut up, man.” After the presidential debate, Fox News 
didn’t call Biden mean.

/��/LSVWLFN� Today, my lips are a purple. I like to pretend that it’s because the mixture of innocence and ner-
vousness that’s baked into being a young woman is so sweet that it crystalized into sugar and honey in my stom-
ach, attracting insects. Butterflies have moved on so now bees have made a home inside of me. They bite my 
tongue and lips when I try to speak my opinions, bruising them (my lips and tongue but maybe the opinions too) 
into a swollen, submissive shade of purple. I stole this lipstick color from Walgreens. I won’t pay for makeup. 
That shit’s oppressive.

0��0DNHXS��The average American woman spends $300,000 on makeup in their lifetime. Wearing makeup is 
not really by choice either; a woman who chooses not to wear makeup to a job interview or to work is denot-
ed as unkempt, unserious, unmotivated, unprofessional, undone. So, women are left no choice but to wear and 
spend 100s of thousands of dollars just to be taken seriously.

1��No Doubt is such an underrated band. Gwen Stefani fucking rocks. Their song “Just A Girl” made its way 
into the soundtrack of Clueless and the Billboard Hot 100 in 95’. The lyrics are sarcastic and serve as a hard-hit-
ting exploitation of how women are treated and viewed by men and society at large. Gwen’s lyrics alongside my 
interpretations:

“Guess I’m some kind of freak” [for speaking out against sexism]

“Don’t you think I know exactly where I stand?” [as a girl in a patriarchal society]

“What I’ve become [a girl who loudly calls out sexist bullshit] is so burdensome”

2� Other half: In tenth grade, I learned about that Greek myth that proposes that all humans once had eight ap-
pendages total (unless we count the head as an appendage in which case humans had ten). Zeus supposedly split 
humans down the middle which is ‘why’ now we only have the head, two arms and two legs. The modern-day 
version of this myth is the idea that someone can be “your other half” or “the missing piece to your puzzle.” 
Okay, so, I’m sitting here thinking about what my puzzle is, right? It’s made up of these wonderful pieces that 
I’ve spent my life finding and adding. Does this metaphor of my lover being a missing piece mean that I’m sup-
posed to reserve a space for them? Or should I go on and fill in my puzzle on my own only to come across this 
missing piece and have no spot for them? What then? Do I make a new puzzle centered on the piece? Or will I 
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have to get rid of other pieces to make room for it?

3��3XVV\�5LRW is an anti-establishment, feminist punk band that, in 2012, took the Cathedral of Christ the Savior 
in Moscow by storm. In protest of the church’s support of Putin, they ambushed a service, each in a neon ski 
mask interwoven with the powerful feminine divine and sang at the alter “Drive away Putin” and “The Lord’s 
shit.”

4��4XLOWLQJ��My grandma taught me how to quilt when I was 12. Quilting used to be taught to young girls like 
that all the time. They were taught to start practicing their quilting and save their best works for when (not if) 
they became a mother and wife.

5��5LRW�JUUO�culture is the Vixen-promoting culture spawn of the band Bikini Kill��It’s a pro-girl punk move-
ment that says girls can do whatever the fuck they want (including taking over the world) and fuck you if you 
aren’t on board.

6� Strawberry Shortcake was so fucking girly. So was Barbie and so were Bratz Dollz and the members of the 
Winx Club. Every doll I had, every show I watched represented only the girliest of girls, leaving me confused. I 
didn’t fit with those representations of women. I settled at being a “tomboy.” The term “tomboy” is so irksome 
to me. It’s like, we can’t accept girls who aren’t girly as being girls so must label them as partially belonging to 
a whole other gender.

7��7DEOH�PDQQHUV��“Sit like a lady,” my dad says to me from across the table. Me: a teenage girl just learning 
about the riot grrl scene, tells him to go fuck himself in my own way: “What does that even mean?” 

“Your preoccupation with my appearance is concerning.” We fight and I’m stubborn. I’m stubborn and 
I’m right. I’m right and I’m here (as I was there) to take up space. 

8��8QZRUWK\��a woman who doesn’t wear makeup or doesn’t dress nicely might just be unworthy of love. Or at 
least less worthy of love. After all, there are millions of women who bend over the bathroom sink and paint their 
faces into a feminine dream as part of their daily routine. Wouldn’t they be considered the worthier ones?

My mom tells me we’re going to see her family this weekend. I’m sixteen and she tells me to ‘look 
nice’. I’m thinking back and wondering if I’ve ever not looked nice before. I’m slightly offended so she 
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=��=HUR�is a weird number. It represents the absence of amount, doesn’t it? Zero is the absence of significance in 
a way. Simone de Bouvoir would argue that a woman’s most distinguished quality is that they do not have a pe-
nis. She claims women are the ‘second sex’: that only out of the absence of a penis are we made women. We’re 
kind of like the number zero in that way, aren’t we? 
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	 On January 26, 2020, I woke up to see horrific news of a hero and his sweet daughter being taken away 
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away after we thought she had recovered from the virus. Another friend of mine took his own life after the 
compounding depression 2020 had put on him. All of this noise consumed me. I had felt the perils of crippling 
anxiety before, and it began to knock on my door again.

	 I know this is going to seem crazy because of the trauma that accompanied 2020, but in some ways, the 
year has been shockingly valuable for me. I have even had the thought that it may have been my favorite year 
yet. I feel guilty for admitting this, but my gratitude is rooted in clarity of what I do have and what I can be. All 
these things that happened at the beginning of the year forced me to change my habits. In order to escape every-
thing, I let things that I loved come back into my life and became open to letting new one’s form. When I am 
confronted with anxiety, I know that it is time for me to adapt and make changes in my life. That’s exactly what 
I did. I muted the notifications and put in the work to find things that could make me happy.

	 I longed for comfort and had the realization that I could turn to things I had loved as a child. I wanted to 
go back to a world when I didn’t have an electronic device letting me know everything that was going on. I re-
membered that I loved building Lego sets as a kid. At age eight, I used to sit on the carpet floor in the basement 
of my childhood home for hours, embracing the endless possibilities to make whatever I wanted with those little 
plastic bricks. Even though there were traumas going on around me, such as my parents’ divorce and my mom’s 
battle with lupus, it didn’t matter because I was lost in creativity. That kind of bliss was something that I need-
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do, it feels so far away from the place I call home. Powell also has this incredible ability to give you days filled 
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The Nacirema continue to evolve and develop as time goes on. New rituals have shifted societal focus 
and caused previous norms to fall out of fashion. One such major shift in recent times is that of the magic boxes 
which now permeate Nacirema society. They distract and confuse them while also allowing for new opportuni-
ties and growth. There is still more to learn about the Nacirema, a culture that can be changed so drastically by a 
single new thing deserves more study. 
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	 Stepping on to CU Boulder’s campus and it’s like you are back in your high school overhearing what 
party the popular kids went to that weekend. But replace popular kids with sorority girls and frat boys on the 
hill where every night of the week is a nonstop party. The hierarchy between students makes it impossible to 
make friends if you’re not part of the “in” crowd. The campus itself shows off Colorado’s natural beauty as it is 
centered in the Flatirons which glow under the setting sun. 

	 Stepping into the University of Wollongong’s campus, you notice the Australian heat immediately as the 
palm trees beckon you in making you feel as if you have been transported to a natural park with lush greenery 
than a college campus where Sydney, one of the biggest cities in the country is just an hour away. The visual 
comparisons of each campus are drastically different, and so are the people. Last February I embarked on the 
adventure of a lifetime and within the first week in Australia I noticed a lot of differences between American 
college students and Australian college students. The first one being Australian students don’t say college, they 
call it University, or Uni for short. I will be comparing the differences in the college culture, academics, and the 
countries social dynamics and how they correspond to the Hofstede Insights, and how the two cultures differ in 
the areas of risk taking, indulgence, independence, and living in the moment.

College Social Dynamics

	 The Uni culture at the University of Wollongong (UOW) is very different from CU Boulder and I no-
ticed this when it came to social interactions with my peers. The first thing I noticed was there was no odd hier-
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what might be commonplace in their tradition might be very different compared to another culture. The weak-
nesses in this piece are that sometimes there isn’t a way to perfectly link two cultures, so you sort of find your-
self in the crack between the two. 

	 By breaking down years of school through Year 7 and so on, Australians are living in the moment as 
it feels less permanent than saying that you are a freshman, or sophomore which is more rigid and strict and 
makes students look far in the future of their education to see what is next. Whereas Australians live in the mo-
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traits and also how they differ from Americans in these areas such as, being more independent in setting stu-
dents up for the future, more indulgent with their time and going out to have fun, and living in the moment. 

Upon examining both cultures I feel more included in Australia over America as not having this sense of hierar-
chy and a more independent culture rather than a group mentality. I also found while abroad I could just be an 
American abroad and my race was not the first thing people judged me on. I found myself heavily reflecting on 
this during the protests that occurred that summer in the U.S over the death of George Floyd and how I didn’t 
fear police abroad the way that I do here. I found myself disconnected from American culture while I was there, 
the racism and the entitlement that came with “being American” I shrugged it off the moment my plane landed 
as I didn’t want to be associated with that. What does that say about multiculturalism in America vs Australia, 
they have a greater independence and by having university life removed from adult life in location and Greek 
life and clubs like CU does doesn’t allow students to fully grow and become members of society as there is that 
learning curve they must get used to in being in the real world versus Australia where university students are 
integrated with the city, thus making the university and it’s students more inclusive and the U.S can learn a lot 
from the Australians. 
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“What the poor man says is not listened to.” Coming from a country where 55% of the population lives 
in poverty, many South Africans hold close to their heart proverbs such as this one. Does this mean that 55% 
of the South African population is not listened to? That their wisdom is shunned based on claims of discredibil-
ity? “What the poor man says is not listened to.” If this is true, how did Uganda’s “Ghetto King,” Bobi Wine, 
rise from poverty in the slums of Kamwokya, and continue on to become one of the nation’s most notable and 
inspirational leaders? “What the poor man says is not listened to.” If my father had agreed with this, he would 
not have survived his ten years living in one of the poorest regions of Tanzania. From the slums of South Afri-
ca, to the Ugandan ghetto, to the lone mzungu living in Tanzania, we see patterns of knowledge and trends of 
credibility. And so the question arises: who and what determines the credibility of another person, and is their 
perception of credibility affected by affluence?

(Nelson Mandela: South Africa)

A poor man seeks to empower a nation, while a rich man seeks to take power from it. Prior to Nelson 
Mandela’s presidency, during a period of apartheid, rich white men were the only kind of men to hold the posi-
tion of president in South Africa. Who better to tell their nation that “What the poor man says is not listened to,” 
than a rich white man.  Mandela sought to progress the diversity of South Africa. In conjunction with the Afri-
can National Congress, Mandela protested against Apartheid; he represented the millions who had never been 
represented, the disenfranchised majority. However, when this poor man finally gained a voice, he was charged 
with conspiring to overthrow the state. What the poor man said was heard, but it went against what the rich men 
wanted to hear. While Mandela was sentenced to life in prison, racial tension in South Africa continued to grow. 
How could a felon rise to rid a nation of apartheid? Ask any of South Africa’s underrepresented communities, 
and they will tell you: Mandela’s only f䠀伀䐀坨慴⁴桥⁰㝰⁅吊䕍䌠ਯ倠㰼⽌慮朠⡥渭啓⤯䵃䥄䌰〴䙡渠獰‼㰹汶〵䍦 
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	 As he continued to live in Kilimatinde, my father continued to learn from the people around him. As 
the only person in the village with a car, he held a status of privilege, and thus favors were always being asked 
of him. On one occasion, a Tanzanian friend asked for a ride in order to go hunting. My father agreed to drive 
as long as the friend collected the hunting permits. So that’s what they did; they drove off into the middle of 
nowhere, into the arid climate created by the six-month long dry season. They hadn’t seen anyone for two days. 
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	 When it comes to women on jobsites, we have to be intentional in building the sort of culture that allows 
female workers to thrive and show their value. Women hired onto the jobsite in either construction management 
or trade roles often face discomfort and vaguely discriminatory messages and jokes from fellow workers. Some-
times, women are unsure whether they need to speak out about these things, because they do not want to get 
people in trouble for something they view as a small deal. However, behavior like this is anything but a small 
deal. It drives talent away from our workplaces and reinforces a toxic good-ole-boy culture that our industry is 
only starting to emerge from. Women need to have somewhere to go when they experience sexism in the work-
place, no matter how mild. If we want to be serious about gender equality there needs to be true consequence 
for people who repeatedly step out of line.

	 Such a standards board needs to have the power to fire workers over repeated discriminatory remarks or 
end contracts with subcontractor companies who cannot uphold a culture of mutual respect. There also needs to 
be a clear, intentional protocol for women to go through when they feel disrespected. While some people may 
insist that things will never change, clear standards and consequence for unprofessional conduct has the poten-
tial to make women more comfortable on the jobsite. Diverse perspectives and leadership always benefit opera-
tions, and companies who are able to employ talented women because of positive, respectful culture will simply 
leave behind those who refuse to change. 

	 Some have concerns that such a board might go too far in firing someone for what they perceive to be 
harmless jokes. However, I would say that no matter the intent of these jokes that this behavior is unprofession-
al. For an industry that so values a ‘sink or swim’ culture, we should have no problem getting rid of those who 
cannot uphold a professional standard at work. This is as much of a business decision as an ethical one, and the 
creation of a culture that respects women in construction does the most good for everyone in our industry. 

	 In this report I will show that women in construction have undeniable barriers to their success because of 
their gender. I will describe why the creation of a culture that respects women is not only a professional benefit, 
but also an ethical one. I will refute the argument that things like sexist jokes are not a big deal. Finally, I will 
argue why an intentional standards board is the best way to forward as compared to an informal acknowledge-
ment of the problem.

Sincerely,

Mark Shorey

�5HSRUW�7H[W�

The Facts of Gender Discrimination in Construction

	 It is undeniable that construction is an industry of opportunity. More than 10 million people are em-
ployed in construction today, with many of those making livable and middle-class wages, and many enjoying 
hard-fought union benefits. In 2015, The Bureau of Labor Statistics projected that the country would need 1.6 
million more construction workers by 2022 (“Breaking Down Bias in the Construction Industry”). As America 
looks to keep building, we have to solve the labor shortage that is increasingly making it more difficult to do so.

	 One source of labor that the industry seems to neglect is the female workforce. Of the more than 10 
million construction industry workers, only slightly less than one million are women. Even fewer work on the 
jobsite in the trades, with women representing only 2.5 percent of these positions. On the surface it is difficult to 
see why our field has difficulty attracting women. After all, according to the BLS, the gender pay gap is consid-
erably smaller in construction, with women earning on average 99.1 percent of what men make, far outpacing 
the national average of 81.1 percent (“Statistics of Women in Construction”). So, what barriers are stopping 
women from representing a higher proportion of the construction workforce?
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	 The answer is multifaceted; unfortunately, women suffer from many barriers large and small. Some, like 
ill fitted personal protective equipment, are merely engineering problems that can be solved with the purchase 
of better-fitted PPE. However, nearly half of women in construction haven’t had a female supervisor, and nearly 
three quarters of women in the industry feel they have been passed over for promotions because of their gender 
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Common Good and Virtue Approach. I think the Utilitarian and Rights approaches are not adequate to solve the 
problem of sexism in our industry. My ethical recommendation is, based on these approaches, to implement a 
gender discrimination standards board and grievance process. The AGC needs to provide its member contrac-
tors with binding guidelines to develop their companies’ protocols concerning sexism, harassment, and gender 
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	 These reforms actually hold true to the ideals of this industry. We believe that anyone who can hang 
with the challenge can build great things. We believe in a sink or swim culture because building great things is 
hard. We believe that people ought to be able to prove themselves capable of rising to the occasion. Therefore, 
we also ought to rise to the occasion of changing our culture permanently, and for the better. Together we can 
ensure just treatment of women on the jobsite, we can foster the common good of our society, and we can do 
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Introduction

	 It is no secret that quite a bit of understanding can get lost in the translation of scientific discoveries from 
the academic to public domain. However, in the article “Accommodating Science” Jeanne Fahnestock argues 
that much more can be lost in this conversion of the scientist’s original work to a popularization. According to 
Fahnestock, a fundamental shift in genre, information, and address of stasis theory occurs. 
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sic in its speech by adhering to first stasis questions throughout the abstract, introduction, and results sections. 
Here, the authors focus on identifying prior research dealing with the paper’s subject, summarizing what experi-
ments were performed, and highlighting the results. There is very little speculation as to what the significance or 
value of these results might be within these sections. In doing so, the first stasis questions of “Does a scientific 
problem exist?” and “Did an effect [in the experiments] really occur?” are answered clearly and unbiasedly, 
lending the authors credibility amongst potentially skeptical peers within their discipline.

	 Looking more specifically at the report’s abstract, the authors begin with a relatively suppositional level 
one background statement, “Coronaviruses that cause severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) and Middle 
East respiratory syndrome (MERS) are speculated to have originated in bats.” In doing so, the paper makes a 
rather uncertain claim which actually forms the factual basis for the entirety of research and hypotheses made 
within the rest of the paper. The word “speculated” gives the authors’ credibility among others in their discipline 
by acknowledging scientific debate and counter arguments within the field in respects to viral origins while also 
pointing to newsworthiness by contributing to this ongoing debate. However, to the casual reader this may seem 
to weaken their closely following primary hypothesis: “That bat cells and MERS coronavirus (CoV) can co-ex-
ist in vitro,” giving a likely route for persistent infection of bats and disease-shedding to other animals. The 
abstract then follows the typical format of any research paper: it identifies a gap in knowledge, forms a hypoth-
esis, and briefly summarizes experiments and results. In doing so, the abstract provides a brief preview of the 
paper while leaving out the actual interpretation of the paper’s findings. This allows for researchers to easily get 
a good preview of what the paper is about before reading it. However, there is nothing particularly eye-catch-
ing or wow-inducing within this overview and in fact it would likely discourage casual readers with its lengthy 
title and immediate use of hyper-specific language such as “Eptesicus fuscus,” “type 1 interferon,” and “ORF5 
MERS-CoV” within the abstract. The dry nature of this abstract typical to most research papers makes the paper 
relatively inaccessible to the casual reader.

	 Within the paper’s introduction, the authors elevate statements to the second and third suppositional lev-
els with the frequent use of citations in order to more rigorously establish a background and gap in knowledge 
for their research to fill. Almost every sentence within this section contains at least one citation, illustrating the 
rigorous approach the authors took to couching their paper within the present scientific situation. Phrases and 
words such as “speculated,” “not well known,” and “has not been extensively investigated” are littered through-
out the introduction. These serve to highlight the uncertain nature of this field of research and again grants 
credibility to the authors in respects to their peers for their recognition of this. The detailed overview of current 
knowledge within the field provides a justification for the authors chosen topic of research and hypothesis. 
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	 The report follows these lengthy results with a moderate discussion section. Here, the authors continue 
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a popularization allows for the researcher to make much more broad and wide sweeping claims than would have 
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	 Skipping any further background, this popularization then moved to a short description of the paper’s 
results with primarily type four statements. Here information within the scientific paper cited from a different 
study is referenced nonspecifically. This causes confusion and inaccuracies within this section as the article 
seems to imply that the other paper’s findings were in fact found within the scientific paper being discussed. In 
discussing the actual findings of this paper, the article uses a metaphor for a “long-term relationship” and the 
hyperbole “‘super’ immune system” to explain the bats’ persistent infection with MERS. Though the relation-
ship metaphor is very effective in communicating the researcher’s findings in simplistic language, the “‘super’ 
immune system” is a bit misleading similar to the previous popularization. The article ends in a similar, applica-
tion-based fashion to the previous article, “This information could be critical to predict the next bat-borne virus, 
researchers said.” Overall, the serious emphasis on application, lack of background, discombobulated refer-
ences to the scientific paper, and certain nature of statements in this article remove much of the actual science 
and make unsupported claims. Though this popularization seems interesting to read, it takes a lot of liberties to 
attract an audience and thus sacrifices accurate and complete information.

Conclusion

	 After applying Fahnestock’s treatment of the modes of persuasive speech, taxonomy of statement types, 
and stasis theory, it is clear that a significant shift in genre and information occurred in the transfer of ideas 
from this scientific research paper to its popularizations. Though the scientific paper is extremely accurate to 
the actual research carried out and to the ideals of the scientific community, its use of technical jargon, complex 
figures, and dry writing make it relatively inaccessible to the general public. Science Daily does a fine job of 
summarizing this research in more lay terms while emphasizing possible applications to draw audience interest. 
Both this article and the article appearing in the New Indian Express make more brazen claims regarding the 
research’s findings and significance. The New Indian Express goes much further to exaggerate the applicability 
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have shifted from general education to offering training for specific workforces (Corbeil et al., 2019). A holistic 
Computer Science degree focuses little on specific languages and technologies, opting to cover much more the-
ory than would be applicable to a typical software engineering job. This theory, while important to teach prob-
lem solving, soft skills, and provide a glimpse into academia, does not cover many important technical skills 
needed on the job. MOOCs are great to fill this gap. MOOCs also work well to provide a quick introduction 
to a topic of interest. One of the benefits of my internship last summer was a premium account on one of these 
MOOC sites, which I used extensively. It helped me get a crash course in the technologies I was working with 
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MOOCs, while being a free source of education, have serious drawbacks. Because their content isn’t 
easily verified and they rely on a self-study model, they are not good for learning critical subjects of Computer 
Science. Candidates with only MOOCs for a Computer Science education can be seriously flawed. MOOCs are 
a wonderful choice for getting a quick introduction to a topic of interest, to learn specific languages or technolo-
gies, or as a study tool for other tests. They work well to augment education from other sources, but as a stand-
alone option, they leave much to be desired. 

Bootcamps

	 Around the time I was applying to Colleges, I had the opportunity to tour the Galvanize campus in 
Denver. Galvanize, along with offering office space for startups, is a bootcamp company that teaches cohorts of 
Software Engineers and Data Scientists. Their classes currently cost $17,980 for a full time 13-week curriculum 
(Galvanize, 2020). These classes directly teach “hard skills”, focusing on specific modern technologies used 
in the area. This curriculum leads the graduates to only be qualified for specific jobs that relate directly to their 
bootcamp experience. For some companies that pro005 <0037004B00ei0005300580057004800550003003600460h-voluat pro005 5000300560oon/TT0 1 Tf
10ources, but 48000300480e480046004B0051 0 12 570Tf
10ources,en-US
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Conclusion

Alternative Education is here to stay, and we need to understand how to best utilize it. Bootcamps have 
been shown to be successful for those already holding an unrelated degree and some other significant experi-
ence, but it’s important to thoroughly vet the program and understand that bootcamps are not trade schools. The 
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